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The Vancouver Airport Authority is 
opposing plans for new highrise devel-
opments in the Capstan Village area of 
Richmond, saying residents would be 
disturbed by too much aircraft noise.

Richmond staff have recommended 
that council approve the rezon-
ing applications under terms which 
offer the two developers, Concord 
Pacific and Pinnacle, bonus density in 
exchange for helping to finance a Can-
ada Line station at Capstan Way.

Concord Pacific proposes to build 
1,245 new residences, of which 81 
would be low-end market rental or 
affordable units, near the intersection 
of Patterson and Sexsmith roads. The 
other developer, Pinnacle, is propos-
ing 200 new residences, of which 13 
would be affordable units, near Sex-
smith and Capstan. The buildings will 
be of varying heights up to a maxi-
mum of 16 storeys.

However, Transport Canada has 
deemed the area incompatible with 
new residential development due to 
high levels of aircraft noise, said Anne 
Murray, YVR’s vice-president of com-
munity and environmental affairs.

“We don’t recommend that there be 
new residential development. Trans-
port Canada doesn’t recommend that 
and we want to make sure we point 
that out to the City of Richmond,” 
Murray said in an interview.

Richmond’s official community plan 
has its own guidelines for what’s called 
aircraft noise sensitive development 
and the proposed residences are in a 
permitted area under those rules, as 
long as developers take steps to mini-
mize noise transmission.

“With modern building practices, a 
lot of aircraft noise can be mitigated 
for people living inside homes,” said 
City of Richmond spokesman Ted 
Townsend. Many of the proposed 
developments are multi-family resi-
dential and such dwellings are easier 

to insulate against outside noise than 
detached homes, he added.  

If approved, the developments would 
be part of the city’s broader strategy 
to house more people in town centre 
areas and along the Canada Line. City 
staff reports indicate that the Capstan 
Village area is designated for future 
high-density growth, something YVR’s 
Murray acknowledges.

“If the city chooses to approve new 
... residential development in those 
areas, we know that they have these 
stringent requirements, that they have 
those guidelines that really try to make 
it quieter for people who live there,” 
Murray said, adding that YVR has 
worked cooperatively with Richmond 
for decades. “But it’s important for 
people to know that the airplanes will 

still be operating there, so if they’re 
choosing to move into that area ... 
there will be aircraft noise.”

Construction of the new Capstan 
station is estimated at about $25 mil-
lion and is to be funded entirely by 
developers. TransLink requires that 
50 per cent of Capstan Village’s new 
residences — about 3,250 dwellings — 
are built or approved for development 

before station construction, accord-
ing to a report prepared for Richmond 
council.

The proposed rezonings passed 
third reading unanimously on Mon-
day night but must still be formally 
adopted by council, Townsend said, 
adding that no date has been set.

tcarman@vancouversun.com 

REZONING

Airport authority opposes plan for Richmond development
City staff recommend approval of two projects to build highrise towers, including affordable housing

by Evan Duggan
Vancouver Sun

The union representing Metro Van-
couver bus drivers is offering a $2,000 
reward for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of a man who 
attacked a bus driver on the weekend. 

The attack happened on Feb. 18 at 
76th Avenue and King George High-
way in Surrey on the No. 321 route.

The driver asked a passenger to step 
back, away from the front of the bus, 
said Don MacLeod, president, Cana-
dian Auto Workers Local 111, in a news 
release. The passenger moved back, 
but grabbed the driver’s throat with 
both hands, choking him for about a 
minute as he left the bus, staring emo-
tionless into his face, MacLeod said.

The driver was shocked, but is recu-
perating well, he said. 

MacLeod said recorded attacks on 
bus drivers climbed from 119 in 2010 
to 145 in 2011. Among those was 
Charles Dixon, who suffered a bro-
ken bone near his right eye during an 
attack at the Edmonds bus loop on 
Feb. 15, 2011. Del Louie, 21, is await-
ing sentencing in the case after plead-
ing guilty to assault causing bodily 
harm and assault with a weapon, for 
striking Dixon’s son Aaron with a 1.2-
metre piece of wood. 

RCMP officers were called after Sat-
urday’s attack but couldn’t find the 
culprit, he said. Videotapes from the 
bus were given to police.

The union has repeatedly called for 
more Transit police on buses to pro-
vide better security to drivers and 
passengers.

transit
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Vancouver
Bentall Centre Mall
Oakridge Centre Mall
Pacific Centre
189 Gore Ave
220 1 Ave East
229 Keefer St
525 Seymour St
551 Robson St
625 Howe St
689 Thurlow St
925 West Georgia St
950 West Broadway
1092 Kingsway
1707 Robson St
1855 Burrard St
2163 West 4th Ave
2338 Cambie St
2748 Rupert St
2749 Main St
3121 West Broadway

Abbotsford
Seven Oaks Shopping Center
2140 Sumas Way
2142 Clearbrook Rd
2602 Mt. Lehman Rd
32465 South Fraser Way
32915 South Fraser Way

Aldergrove
26310 Fraser Hwy

Burnaby
Brentwood Town Centre
Crystal Square
Lougheed Mall
Metropolis Mall
Metrotown at Metropolis
3855 Henning Dr
4501 North Rd
4711 Kingsway
5992 Arbroath St

Coquitlam
Coquitlam Centre Mall
1071 Austin Ave
2700B Barnet Hwy
2929 Barnet Hwy
2988 Glen Drive
3000 Lougheed Hwy
3278 Westwood St

Delta
Scottsdale
1517 56 St
4841 Delta St
4912 62 St
7235 120 St

Langley
Willowbrook Mall
8840 210 St
19638 Fraser Hwy
19700 Langley Bypas
19971 96 Ave
20159 88th Ave
20202 66th Ave

Maple Ridge
11900 Haney Place
22661 Lougheed Hwy

Mission
Junction shopping Centre
32670 Lougheed Hwy

N. Vancouver
1392 Main St

New Westminster
Royal City Centre

North Vancouver
North Vancouver
1199 Lynn Valley Road
1295 Marine Dr
1801 Lonsdale Ave

Pitt Meadows
19800 Lougheed Hwy

Port Hardy
8945 Granville St

Richmond
Parker Place Mall
Richmond Centre Mall
Richmond Centre Store
8700 McKim Way
11666 Steveston Hwy
12571 Bridgeport Road

Surrey
Central City Mall
Grandview Corners
Guildford Town Centre
3189 King George Blvd
7380 King George Blvd
10310A 152ND St
12477 88th Ave
13734 104 Ave
15925 Fraser Hwy
17725 64th Ave

West Vancouver
Park Royal Mall
Park Royal

White Rock
1711 152 St
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BlackBerry® BoldTM 9900
smartphone

Worry-free flex data that automatically adjusts to your data usage

UNLIMITED nationwide talk with your 10 favourite numbers*

UNLIMITED text, picture and video messaging†

Pair it with any
Promo Voice & Data Plan

Pick from even more BlackBerry® smartphones at telusmobility.com/sale
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Bravura Interiors is closing forever and we’re going out with a bang:
a Close Out Sale with some of the season’s hottest deals. Details at bravurainteriors.com

Save up to 70% on all in stock furniture & accessories

534 West Pender @ Seymour, Vancouver 604-872-4880 Open Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun & Hols 12-5 Quantities and selection limited. All sales final.
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