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Vancouver city council had its 
reasons last week for rejecting a 
$500-million development that 

would have included an expanded Edge-
water Casino to be built next to BC Place 
Stadium. 

Mayor Gregor Robertson said it 
didn’t fit with peoples’ vision of Van-
couver and called for a moratorium on 
all applications for gambling venues, 
leading councillors to join in the cho-
rus. Geoff Meggs opposed it because 
it was “driven from elsewhere, spe-
cifically Victoria;” Kerry Jang issued 
warnings about gambling addiction; 
Andrea Reimer said it would draw peo-
ple “coming from dark places;” David 
Cadman stated flatly, “We don’t want 
more expanded gambling,” and so it 
went. The project was defeated 11-0.

What is clear from their reasoning 
is that city councillors did not oppose 
the application from Paragon Gaming, 
B.C. Pavilion Corp. (PavCo), and the 
B.C. Lottery Corp. because of its archi-
tecture, financing or zoning issues, 
but because they hoped to prevent an 
increase in gambling and the social 
problems that might ensue.

Now, taxpayers are worried about 
funding the BC Place refurbishment. 
Despite assurances from PavCo CEO 
David Podmore that rejection of the 
casino will have no impact on the 
$563-million renovation of BC Place, 
which he said was fully budgeted 
and will proceed as planned, Gordon 
Campbell, who was premier when the 
casino project was announced, said 
at the time that Paragon’s $6-million 

annual lease payments would help 
defray its cost. Podmore has said pre-
viously that PavCo must raise $75 mil-
lion to repay a provincial loan related 
to the new BC Place Stadium roof. 

Some Vancouver  pol i t i c ians 
expressed smug satisfaction that they 
had stiffed the province. “We showed 
we’re not the provincial government’s 
handmaid,” Jang said after the coun-
cil vote. This kind of political one-
upsmanship does not serve taxpayers’ 
interests.

PavCo, owner of the land under dis-
cussion, must come up with a devel-
opment that will produce a revenue 
stream sufficient to cover the cost of 
BC Place. Whether it is a retail and res-
idential mix, hotels and a water park, 
or a communal organic farm and bike 
shop, the project must be a money gen-
erator. And, rather than acting in iso-
lation, the province and the city must 
agree on the nature and scope of the 
development even before the artist’s 
rendering has been commissioned.

If PavCo has a Plan B, the Crown 
corporation hasn’t made it public. 
Premier Christy Clark has said only 
that the site will be developed, add-
ing that any future decisions must be 
in alignment with what the commu-
nity wants. She should have taken it 
one step further. Any new develop-
ment must ensure that taxpayers will 
not face increases in taxes or fees, or 
cuts in services, nor must either level 
of government assume new debt as a 
result of funding issues arising from 
this ignominious saga. 

Development 
should cover  
BC Place costs

Insite is preventing disease 
and offering treatment

Re: Proof of Insite’s value in the 
numbers, April 18

 I thought the article put some good 
information out to the public about 
Insite, which has been around long 
enough for people to understand what 
it was intended to do. 

That is namely to prevent the spread 
of disease – HIV and hepatitis C – 
while creating a window for treatment, 
all in a secure environment. 

How anyone today can still slam 
the program as promoting drug use is 
shocking. 

I am the parent of a recovering 
addict, who has now been clean for 
10 years and a productive member of 
society. 

The whole rehab process was pain-
ful and costly in many ways but at the 
end of the day it proved to be totally 
worth it. 

Imagine if in the process of recov-
ery there had been a positive HIV 
diagnosis. 

Insite can help prevent that. 
At the same time it is obviously tak-

ing some addicts off the street, which 
by extension, will reduce the number 
of new users. 

Statistics will always be difficult to 
find in support of this program. 

But seeing Insite as promoting drug 
use goes along with seeing jail terms 
as a cure to addiction. 

Anyone displaying this cavalier 
mind set has never had to deal with 
addiction in their family or taken 
the time to fully understand the 
problem.

Ted Dufresne
Delta

Planned parenthood comments 
by Tory welcomed by some

Re: Tory says he helped “defund” 
pro-choice group, April 22

With homage to Cyndi Lauper I 
must thank Conservative Brad Trost 
who bragged about the cancellation 
of federal funds to the Planned Par-
enthood because of their abortion 
policy. 

Stephen Harper says there will be no 
change to the abortion policies here in 
Canada. 

After what Trost let slip the reality 

is there already is such a change. As 
Cyndi Lauper sings, “I see your true 
colours.” 

Give Harper a majority, Canada, 
and the world will be seeing his true 
colours. 

Richard Swanston
Delta

Brad Trost, a politician, is stand-
ing up for the voiceless unborn 
regardless of the consequences to 
his career. 

Nothing wishy washy in his stance. 
Another politician, President Ron-
ald Reagan, said “I see that everyone 
who is for abortion has already been 
born.”

In her book, UnPLANNED, Abby 
Johnson, former director of the 
Planned Parenthood clinic in Bryan, 
Texas, writes about her experience 
when asked to assist in an ultrasound-
guided abortion. 

This was not part of her job but no 
one else at the time was available to 
manoeuvre the ultrasound probe dis-
playing the uterus and image of the 
fetus. 

As she was guiding the probe, she 
saw the perfect profile of a baby. 

Then the probing began and to her 
horror, she saw the “sudden jerk of a 
tiny foot as the baby started kicking, 
as if trying to move away from the 
probing invader.” 

Before this experience, she had 
always thought that unborn babies 
could not feel pain. 

At this moment, she said “Never 
again!” 

Unfortunately, this happened in 
her eighth year working at the clinic 
where multiple abortions had previ-
ously occurred.

We all want to be in control of our 
bodies and our lives, but the unborn 
have no control. 

They too need a voice.

Isabelle Wild
Regina 

Vulnerable children hurt by 
cuts to programs

Re: Flawed funding formula hurts 
vulnerable students, trustees say, 
April 21

The complaint by the Surrey school 
board that its most vulnerable inner 

city students are being treated like 
“second class students” under the 
provincial government’s current 
Community LINK program, (which 
stands for Learning and Nutri-
tion and Knowledge and provides 
breakfast and lunch programs and 
additional support services to dis-
advantaged students), is right on the 
money.

However,  Education Minister 
George Abbott is correct in not-
ing “they (the Surrey school board 
members) are not alone in respect 
to these concerns,” noting other 
districts, such as Coquitlam, are in 
difficulty.

For the past seven years, B.C. has 
the unenviable record of leading this 
country in child poverty.

Here are some, but not all, of the 
callous cutbacks and deferrals of 
services to our poorest kids: added 
or increased fees for hot lunch pro-
grams in both elementary and sec-
ondary schools; elimination of the 
few existing junior kindergarten pro-
grams for three and four-year-old 
inner city preschoolers; dropping of 
counselling services at both elemen-
tary and secondary levels; elimina-
tion of before – and after – school 
care and community based daycare; 
cutbacks to learning assistance and 
skill development programs of which 
there is a disproportionate need by 
disadvantaged students; and, equally 
as important, as poverty spreads its 
tentacles across B.C., the deferral of a 
host of supportive community health 
and social services for needy children 
and families.

Add to this the ongoing impact of a 
decade of cumulative cutbacks to reg-
ular K-12 school programs and the 
belated plea by Surrey school trustees 
for their impoverished schools is well 
founded.

Noel Herron
Vancouver

Why give mass murderers  
a voice?

Re: Charles Manson warns of global 
warming, April 20

What next, “Clifford Olson fears 
bank rate increase?”

Brenda Battye 
Richmond 
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The more Canadians see, experi-
ence and enjoy their national 
parks, the more motivated they 

will be to ensure their survival. 
That’s why proposals that would 

introduce increased recreational 
activities, such as ziplines and hang-
gliding, should be considered with an 
open mind.

Anything that encourages more visi-
tors to connect with our natural envi-
ronment helps Parks Canada fulfil 
its mandate to protect and preserve 
nationally significant examples of 
the landscape, while fostering educa-
tion and enjoyment of our land. These 
new activities should be approved 
upon assessment, provided they don’t 
compromise the third leg of Parks 
Canada’s mandate — to ensure the 
ecological integrity for present and 
future generations.

The proposals, however, have 
instantly sparked controversy among 
community activists, and have become 
a federal election issue in the Wild 
Rose riding, which includes Banff.

Conservative incumbent Blake Rich-
ards believes the park is already close 
to reaching its proper balance between 
conservation and commercialization. 
New Democrat Jeff Horvath worries 
Banff will go in the wrong direction 
if it allows events like PGA golf tour-
naments, dragon boat races and tri-
athlons, and Liberal candidate John 
Reilly is OK with the town reaching 
its development cap, provided there’s 
a limit on future growth. 

Others, such as Jim Pissot with the 
WildCanada Conservation Alliance, 

are adamantly opposed to for-fee 
activities in national parks.

There already are for-fee activities 
in the park — such as skiing and golf-
ing — that help people stay fit while 
enjoying the alpine experience. Still, 
visitor numbers to Banff have flatlined 
in the past decade; but are better than 
other national parks, which have seen 
declines.

Parks Canada is simply being for-
ward-thinking by exploring ways to 
renew interest in our parks so they 
remain relevant to Canadians. 

The agency, which celebrates 
its 100th anniversary this year, 
has assessed and approved at the 
national level a handful of new activ-
ities, including mountain biking, 
traction kiting (kite surfing or ski-
ing), guided walks, community gar-
dens and non-motorized hang and 
paragliding.

Guidelines have been developed for 
all but the gliding sports, but they are 
currently being written.

These new uses still require indi-
vidual proposals to be assessed and 
green-lighted at the local parks level.

These activities all meet the spirit of 
what Parks Canada is about. Banff is 
more than shopping on Banff Avenue 
and tours that involve getting on and 
off the bus and taking pictures. It’s 
about connecting with the great Cana-
dian outdoors. 

Without that opportunity to engage, 
the future of our parks is at stake. 

If you don’t use it, you lose it, is 
an adage worth considering in this 
instance.
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