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PavCo’s $563-million casino gamble
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Funding for roof coudl fall through unless entertainment complex is approved: chairman

BY DAPHNE BRAMHAM
VANCOUVER SUN

Parents and religious lead-
ers from Bountiful, B.C., bun-
dled up and transported nine 
underage girls — two who 
were only 12 years old — to 

the United States to marry 
older men, including one who 
was an accused pedophile and 
fugitive.

The information is contained 
in an affidavit filed Thursday in 
B.C. Supreme Court.

The document says two 
17-year-old girls were taken 

to the United States in 2004 
by James Oler, Bountiful’s 
bishop of the Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints, to marry two 
Americans. 

Oler was listed as a witness 
to the March 2 marriages, as 
well as to another involving a 

16-year-old Bountiful girl who 
gave birth to a child in Canada 
when she was 17.

According to the court docu-
ments, there was another mar-
riage that day — of a 13-year-
old Bountiful girl who had been 
taken to the U.S. by her par-
ents. She was married to FLDS 

prophet Warren Jeffs, who at 
the time was a fugitive trying to 
escape prosecution on child sex 
charges.

Lawyers for the B.C. Attor-
ney-General’s Ministry also say 
Oler was a witness when Jeffs 
presided over the marriage of a 
16-year-old American girl to a 

Bountiful man the same day.
(In 2008, Oler was charged 

with one count of polygamy. 
That charge was stayed after 
a B.C. Supreme Court justice 
ruled it had been improperly 
laid.)

12-year-old girls delivered for marriage
Parents transported girls from Bountiful, smuggled them into U.S. to wed prophet Warren Je� s
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BY JEFF LEE
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B.C. Pavilion Corp. chairman 
David Podmore said Thursday 
that if the proposed casino 
and hotel complex at BC Place 
is rejected by Vancouver city 
council, the Crown corpora-
tion will be left without a way 
to pay for the new $563-mil-
lion stadium roof and repairs.

If the city simply allowed 
the existing Edgewater Casino 
licence to move to the new 
site without an expansion, it 
would kill the entire ambitious 
$450-million private develop-
ment, Podmore said.

“If it is approved at the size 

of [the current] Edgewater 
Casino, it wouldn’t justify pro-
ceeding on a program of this 
scale,” he said.

“If [the whole project] isn’t 
approved, then we will have to 
figure out what are the other 
options for those lands. A big 
source of revenue for the sta-
dium was the land lease pay-
ments from these lands.”

Podmore said the city has 
already signalled it doesn’t 
want more highrise residen-
tial development in the area, 
leaving PavCo with limited 
options for land it has ear-
marked to generate repay-
ment of a $510-million pro-
vincial loan for the roof. (The 
remainder of the $563-million 

came from PavCo’s reserves.)
In 2006, Paragon Gaming 

bought the existing Edgewa-
ter Casino with a view toward 
leveraging it into what would 
be Western Canada’s largest 
gambling palace. 

Three years later, PavCo gave 
Paragon a 70-year lease for 
two acres of land at the west 
end of the stadium, where it 
promised to build a massive 
800,000-square-foot enter-
tainment complex including 
the casino, two hotels and 
retail, banquet and confer-
ence space. Under the lease 
deal, PavCo would receive $6 
million a year, which would go 
to retire the roof debt.

The casino would generate 

upwards of $224 million in 
revenues a year, of which the 
city could receive $10-million 
to $23 million.

But the project has deeply 
divided the public.

More than 125 people have 
signed up to address city 
council at a public hearing 
March 7. An opposition group 
calling itself Vancouver Not 
Vegas! has gained the support 
of a large number of impor-
tant city residents, including 
retired politicians, academics, 
clerics and social activists. 

On Thursday, PavCo and 
Paragon replied with their 
own list of supporters, a coali-
tion of labour organizations 
and community and business 

groups that includes the B.C. 
Business Council, Vancou-
ver Board of Trade, Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Team-
sters, Ironworkers and Cana-
dian Auto Workers unions. 
Many of the unions have 
members working on the roof 
project. Podmore said the list 
indicates “there is some very 
strong support out there for 
moving forward with this.”

Opponents say the casino 
is too large for the city and 
would suck money from 
the local economy and cre-
ate more gambling addiction 
problems.

je�  ee@vancouversun.com
Twitter.com/sunciviclee

They tend to be educated, with 
almost one out of four recent 
arrivals holding PhDs.

Many seek a better lifestyle in 
Canada, revelling in its clear blue 
skies rather than grey pollution.

Most are middle-class or 
wealthy, able to afford big Metro 
Vancouver houses and be treated 
as “VIPs” by jewellers and auto-
mobile sales staff.

Many, however, are having 
trouble finding decent employ-
ment in Canada. As a result, a 
strong minority are returning to 
where they came from.

Such are the joys and pains 
of Metro Vancouver’s roughly 
400,000 ethnic Chinese resi-
dents — who together make 
up one-fifth of the city’s 
population.

The ups and downs of their 
lives are contained in a research 
paper by Langara College Asian 
studies instructor Li Yu, who 
studied in Asia before earning 
his PhD at the University of B.C. 
His paper was published in the 
Journal of the Canadian Histor-
ical Association.

Yu’s frank report, titled “An 
Empirical Study of Recent 
Mainland Chinese Migration 
to Vancouver”, is a gold mine 
of combining data from Statis-
tics Canada with on-the-ground 
research. Yu makes it clear that 
the city’s ethnic Chinese have 
become a force in marketing, 
trade, education and culture.

Why some 
Chinese 
immigrants 
head home
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GRAND PRIZE
CHOICES WORTH

MILLIONS

604-697-8946 • 1-877-969-8946

BUY ONLINE details & rules of play:
VARIETYLOTTERY CA

BUY AT:

Winner will choose 1 prize option; other prize options will not be awarded.
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Chances are 1 in 201,000 (total tickets for sale) to win a grand prize. BC Gaming Event Licence #30331.
Problem Gambling Help Line 1-888-795-6111 Know your limit, play within it. 19+ to play!www.bcresponsiblegambling.ca


