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T
henumbersaren’twhat theyused tobe,
butAlberta continues to leadall
provinces in residential constructionon

apercapitabasis, saysa federal agency.
“Despite a sharpdecline inhousing starts this

year andnext,Alberta continues tobe thena-
tional leader,” saysRichardCorriveau,Prairie
regioneconomist forCanadaMortgageand
HousingCorp.
By the time thisyear isout, single-familyand

multi-familybuilderswill have startedworkon
8.56homesper thousandpopulation in the
province, topping the list of jurisdictions.
B.C. is a close secondat8.2 starts.
In 2009, the two topproducerswillmaintain

theirpositions,withAlberta counting6.9 starts
per thousandandB.C. at6.7.
“Thenumbersandmarginshavecomedown

considerably, butnonetheless,Alberta remains
as thenational leader,” saysCorriveau.Bycom-
parison, in 2007Alberta tallied 13.9homesper
thousandwithB.C. adistant secondwith8.95.
In thehousingmarketoutlook forOctober to

December,CMHCpredicts that single-de-
tachedhousingwill decline slightlymore than
48percent thisyear to 14,500construction
starts.
Multi-familyhousing is expected todecline

about 24percent to 15,250units.
Corriveausays thebigchangewill occur in

2009.The fortunesof the single-detached
homebuilderswill bouncebackabit to 15,000
starts. “Thedetachedsectorhasn’t bottomed
outyet, but thatwill likelyoccuraboutmidway
throughnextyear,” saysCorriveau.
In termsofmulti-familyhousing, thisyear’s

24-per-centdropwill be followedbyamore
dramatic41-per-centdrop.Forall ofnextyear,
workwill start ononly9,000units throughout
theprovince.
Itwill beCalgary thatwill take thebiggesthit,

saysCorriveau.After startingworkonanesti-
mated6,800units thisyear—almost 19per
centhigher than the2007 total—groundwill
bebroken foronly 2,500apartments, town-
housesandsemi-detachedhomes in 2009.
Amongcities,Calgarywill rank third in the

country inhousingconstructionstartsof all
kinds thisyear.
Topping the listwill beGatineau,Que.,with

10.4 startsper thousand, followedbySaskatoon
at9.9.Calgary is aclose thirdat9.7.
Nextyear, though, “becauseof a sharpadjust-

ment toourmulti-familymarket,Calgarywill
be surpassedbyseveral cities inVancouver,
Saskatoon,Ottawa,GatineauandSt. John’s,
Newfoundland,” saysCorriveau.
Calgary’s year-end figures in 2009will be6.1.

per thousandpeople.
For 10years, from1996 to2006,Calgary

owned the topspot. In 2006, the ratiowas 15.5
startsper thousandpopulation.
In 2007,Edmontonclimbed to firstplaceat

13.8 startswhileCalgary slidback to 11.9.
Calgaryalsohelda similardecade-longgrip

onsingle-detachedhousing starts in theper
capita rankings, closingout 2006at9.5per thou-
sand. In 2007,Edmontonwason topat 7.1,while
Calgarycounted6.8.
Theslidecontinued fromthereandby the

endof thisyear, at least six citieswill vaultpast,
leavingCalgarywitha ratioof 3.8 starts.
A light improvement inconstruction levels

nextyearwill notbeenough forCalgary to
moveup the laddervery far, predictsCorriveau.

Alberta leadingCanada
despite construction drop
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paciousness
combined with
elegance makes
this exciting new
bungalow design
an ideal family

home. This home features
over 2,900 square feet of
developed space, with a
formal dining room near
the front with a gorgeous
crown moulding detail.
The kitchen is pure
luxury and convenience,
with a large centre island
with an eating bar and
walk-through pantry.
A large dormer window
overlooking the stunning
kitchen and luxurious
ensuite provides ample
natural sunshine to warm
your home even on the
chilliest of winter days.
Featuring generously sized
homesites (46’ – 56’ wide)
and traditional European
style architecture. The
Estates of Elgin Village
in McKenzie Towne, is
a fitting setting for the
luxury and elegance of
the Modena.
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Bungalow
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THE COST
The starting price of the
Modena by Albi Homes
is $594,000 including lot
and GST.

When n’ where
! THE Modena can
be viewed at 245 Elgin
Estates Park SE.
Showhomes are open
Monday to Thursday 2
pm – 8 pm, Weekends and
holidays noon to 5 pm.
Please call Jerry Miller at
(403) 257-8143.

Carma develops Calgary’s best communities. A selection of the finest builders
create the homes that complement them. Together we are proud to present this week’s choice

for outstanding new home quality and value.

www.carma.ca
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Garage

THE COMMUNITY
The Estates of Elgin
Village in McKenzie
Towne offers homebuyers
a distinctive estate
community environment.
Albi Homes, one of
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and prestigious builders,
is the exclusive home
builder in this estate
neighborhood where
timeless architecture,
front attached garages, a
picturesque pond area and
acres of green space, make
life simply beautiful. Add
to this the convenience of
the shops and services of
McKenzie Towne’s High
Street, as well as the easy
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and its easy to see why
the Estates of Elgin
Village is such incredible
estate value.

Albi Homes presents
the Modena in The
Estates of Elgin Village
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Find room for personal space,
in Cranston.

Nature heals, soothes and relaxes. It’s what we all need more of. That’s what makes

Cranston unique. Here, nature is your next door neighbour. The Bow River is just

down the street. Fish Creek Park is virtually in your back yard. And the mountains

are visible on the horizon. Cranston is about as close to the great outdoors as your

family can get, and still live in the city. And with two new schools, shopping, and

a private resident’s club opening soon, Cranston has everything your family needs,

right in your backyard.

Starting from the $330,000s to over 1 million.

Showhomes open Monday to Thursday 2pm to 8pm, and weekends and holidays 12pm to 5pm.
Take Deerfoot Trail south to Highway 22X and follow the signs of nature, to Cranston.

CRANSTON BUILDERS

Apartment Condos
Silhouette (403) 899-8118

Semi Detached - The Ridges at Cranston
Beattie (403) 257-2596
Evolution by Greenboro (403) 475-7655

Single Family
Beattie (403) 257-2596
Cardel (403) 617-9998
Cedarglen (403) 257-5801
Discovery (403) 201-3813

Cranston Estates
Albi (403) 532-0414
Baywest (403) 257-1366
Landmark (403) 201-6133www.cranston-community.com

AA696965


