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I
nspiteof the lowernumberofhousingcon-
struction starts thisyear, peoplearemoving
toCalgary—and they’rebuyinghomes in

the suburbs, says the latest city census.
“Themigrationnumbersare stronger than

wehad initially thought theywouldbe, and
that’s agoodsign thedemand forhousing is
supportedbypeoplemoving in,” saysLaiSing
Louie, seniormarket analyst forCanadaMort-
gageandHousingCorp. “Wehad thought the
netmigrationnumberswouldbedownabout
40percent, but they’reonlydownaround29
percent.”
Calgary’spopulationstandsat 1,042,892— up

2.25percent fromlast year’s census.
The totalpopulationchangewas22,950 from

April 2007 to thisApril, ledbyanetmigrationof
12,441people, downfrom17,673 last year.Net
migration refers to the inflowofpeopleminus
theoutflow.
Thenatural increase (morebirths than

deaths) addedanother9,695 residentsover the
12-monthperiod,witha further814 residents
addeddue toannexation.
“Thecensus is taken fromApril toApril of

eachyear, andso that followswhatourCMHC
numbershavebeenshowing,” saysLouie.
“Our first-quarternumbers (January to

March)werepositive for the first time in two
quarters.Thesecondhalf of 2007mayhave
been theworst for losingpeople.”
Thepositiveoutlook for thecity is attracting

people fromacrossCanada—and that’snot
about tochange, saysAllanKlassen,managing
partner andpresidentofAlbiHomes.
“Calgary is still relatively small,” he says.
“Compared toothercities in the restof the

country, it’s still relativelyaffordable, andnow
there is tremendouschoice.Thereare lifestyle
choices that areattractingyounggenerations
with familieswhoare looking to trailblaze their
careers inagreat environment.
“Here, theyare findingacityof justoverone

millionpeoplewith solid infrastructure,
tremendous schools, and the spirit of commu-
nity support, not to forget theoil andgas indus-
tryand theeconomy.”
Netmigrationhit 29,164 in 2006,whichwas

not surprisingly the strongestyearever for con-
struction startsof single-familyhomes, soaring
to 10,482when theboomwasat full boil.
“Thegrowingeconomies inSaskatchewan

andBritishColumbiaareattractingpeople from
Alberta’smajor centres and thiswill keepmi-
grationclose tocurrent levels,” saidLouie in
CMHC’s springoutlook, predictingdeclines for
thisyear andnext.
But that isnot likely tohappennow—at least

if you’removingeast, saysBillBobyk,who
headsup theSterlingGroupofCompaniesun-

der theQualicoumbrella.
“Thesweet spot tomove toSaskatchewan

wasover 12 to 24monthsago,” saysBobyk, a for-
merSaskatchewanresident. “Anyequity in-
creasesyoumayhave realizedarealreadygone
inSaskatchewan.”
On the resale side, Saskatchewanovertook

Alberta as thenation’s leader in resaleprice
growth last year, postinga 32-per-cent average
increase, saysCMHC.
InCalgary, the latest census shows that 14 city

communitieshadapopulation increaseofmore
than 1,000people fromApril 2007 to thisApril.
All arecommunitiesonornear theouter limits
of thecity.
Thehighestnumberof residentswereadded

to thesecommunities:AuburnBay (1,249);Bri-
dlewood(1,038);CoventryHills (1,170);
Cranston (1,363); Evergreen (2,375);McKenzie
Towne(1,313);NewBrighton (1,262); Panorama
Hills (2,392);RoyalOak (1,223); SaddleRidge
(1,553); Silverado (1,171); SpringbankHill (1,147);
Taradale (1,912); andTuscany (1,086).
Onapercentagebasis,AuburnBay in the

southeast andSilverado in the southwest led the
pack; bothmore thandoubled inpopulation.
A total of 13,869dwellingswereundercon-

struction,with432,997dwellingsaltogether in
thecity asof theendofApril.
That compares to420,311 total dwellings in the

samemonth last year.
Therewere9,199dwellingsvacant—2.23per

centof the total units.That’sup from5,825va-
cancies in 2007, or 1.46percent.
“That’s agoodsignaswell,” saysLouie. “We

were lookingatvacancy rates in the 2.5percent
range, so that is a littlebit of an improvement.”
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new plan for
Greenboro, the
Braxton provides
a family functional
home with plenty
of space for

entertaining. As you walk
through the foyer and into
the main hall, you pass
the den which is perfect
for the home office,
separate sitting area or
an arts and crafts space.
The open space at the
back of the home provides
a galley-style kitchen with
a large corner pantry as
well as an ample-sized
nook in addition to a
great room complete
with fireplace. Upstairs
you will find the added
convenience of upper-
floor laundry as well as
a master bedroom with
a spa-appointed ensuite
and walk-in closet. The
bonus room at the front
of the home allows the
option for a media centre,
home gym or children’s
play area.
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" THE Braxton can
be viewed at 18 Cranridge
Terrace S.E. Showhomes
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Carma develops Calgary’s best communities. A selection of the finest builders
create the homes that complement them. Together we are proud to present this week’s choice

for outstanding new home quality and value.

www.carma.ca
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THE COMMUNITY
Cranston truly is
something refreshing
on the landscape. On
a site that was once
homesteaded by the
Cranston family, this
new community in
Calgary’s southeast is
rapidly taking shape.
Perched on a majestic
ridge overlooking the
1GO 8CN@J$ 2J<FKLGF
offers spectacular views
of the mountains,
downtown Calgary and
the river valley below.
The community is also
conveniently located just
minutes from many of
Calgary’s best recreational
opportunities, like Fish
Creek Park, Sikome Lake
<F? 6>5@FRC@ 6@<?GOK
Golf Course. And even
though Cranston is
surrounded by natural
splendour, it still offers
easy access to downtown,
via Deerfoot Trail.

THE COST
The Braxton by
Greenboro Homes in
Cranston starts at
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The final jewel in Springbank Hill, The Terraces
is your last chance to enjoy estate living in an
established community that’s right next door to
nature – and conveniently close to shops, schools
and services.

Presentation Centre Open at
220 Springbluff Heights SW
2–8 PM MON. – THURS.,
NOON–5 PM WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

www.theterraces-community.com www.tuscany-community.com

Showhomes open:
2–8 PM MON. – THURS.,
NOON–5 PM WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Mountain and downtown views from rolling
hills above the Bow River Valley. Walking and
cycling paths. A private residents’ club, with
tennis and basketball courts, a skating pond,
and an outdoor hockey rink.

www.aspenhills-community.com

Showhomes open:
NOON–8 PM MON. – FRI.,
NOON–5 PM WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Natural ravines dotted with native aspen
stands. Attractive tree-lined streets with Tudor
and Craftsman architecture. Direct access via
17th Avenue to the downtown core and nearby
shops and services.

www.valleyviewestates-community.com

Showhomes open:
2–8 PM MON. – THURS.,
NOON–5 PM WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Located just minutes from downtown, Valleyview
Estates sits next to the 40-acre Valleyview Regional
Park, and offers stunning city and mountain views,
parkside lots, and distinctive architecture. Choose a
home with casual charm from a variety of designs.

A community is more than just where you live. It’s where you thrive. That’s why we

carefully plan and develop our communities to include more recreational space. You’ll

find everything from parks and playgrounds to residents’ clubs and quaint shopping areas.

We also go to great lengths to preserve the natural beauty of our lands. Not to mention,

our builders are some of the best in the business. So if you’re looking for a new home,

visit a Carma community today!
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Creating communities with passion and
integrity for 50 years.
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