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A
lberta Energy
Minister Mel
Knight is dismiss-
ing criticism his
government’s con-

tentious royalties plan is
largely responsible for driving
more than $1.2 billion in oil-
patch spending out of the
province for 2008.
Canada’s largest independent

petroleum producer, EnCana
Corp., announced Wednesday
itwill rampup capital spending
next year by 13 per cent — in-
cluding an increase in its oil-
sands operations. But the com-
pany said it is chopping
$500 million from its natural
gasplans inAlberta next year.
“Announced changes to the

royalty structure in Alberta
have already influenced our
budgeting process,” EnCana
CEORandy Eresman said.
Combined with recent an-

nouncements by industry
heavyweights Canadian Nat-
ural Resources and Nexen, the

oilpatchhas announced so far it
will invest $1.2 billion less than
planned in Alberta in 2008 —
with much of the blame aimed
at the royalties framework.
While Knight conceded

higher royalties will erode
some spending, he rejected
criticism the province’s new
framework unveiled in Octo-
ber is largely responsible for
diminishing capital invest-
ment in the energy sector.
“I don’t know about that

‘largely’ part,” Knight said.
In an interview, Knight ar-

guedpetroleumproducers “will
admit them-
selves” that
low natural
gas prices, a
tight labour
market and
the high-fly-
ing Cana-
dian dollar

are also delivering a major wal-
lop to theoil andgas industry.
“The other thing that I think

people need to do is hang onto
your hat for aminute,” he said.
Knight noted the govern-

ment continues to tinker with
its plan to ensure it doesn’t de-
liver “unintended conse-
quences,” such as making cer-
tain wells or resource pools
uneconomical to develop.
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See video ofMichael
GrahamandDoris Nitz
on ourwebsite.

PORTRAITOFACOUPLE’S
LIFEONTHESTREETS

ColleenDe Neve, CalgaryHerald
Michael Grahamandhis common-lawwifeDoris Nitz rely on each other to survive life on the streets of Calgary.

Theman’s frostbitten toes
were black.
At the hospital, hewas

told theywould have to be am-
putated, so he quietly checked
himself out.
Outreach nurse Bev Straus

saw another solution, so every
two days she debrided the in-
jured toes, wrapped themup
in newbandages and taught
theman how to care for them
himself.
“I took it as a personalmis-

sion,” she says.
Today, he has all 10 toes and

Straus to thank for that.
It’s another success for the

nurse, who sees some of Cal-
gary’s most marginalized pa-
tients on the Alex Commu-
nity Health Bus, a mobile
clinic that reaches out to peo-
ple on the streets and the
working poor by stopping a
12-metre-longmotorhome in
communities citywide.
TheWellness onWheels

program is one of 14 agencies
selected this year as beneficia-
ries of theCalgaryHerald
Christmas Fund.
The peoplewhomake their

way onto the bus for treatment
are the forgotten ones,many
ofwhomwouldn’t go to a reg-
ular clinic for help, otherswho
may have taken up a space in
the city’s increasingly busy
emergency rooms.
For the clinic’s nurses, it’s a

chance to treatmedical prob-
lems, but also take care of
minds and spirits.

GWENDO LYN
R I C HA RD S A Grande Prairie man

was hit with a whop-
ping $85,000 cell-

phone bill this month, after
using the device to download
movies to his computer.
Piotr Staniaszek, whoworks

in the oilpatch, said he should
havebeenwarnedearlier.
“They never called me

when it got up to $1,000 or
$2,000 or $30,000,” he said.
Bell Canada said Stani-

aszek’s browsing package is
meant for Internet and e-mail
use on the cellphone only.
The bill has been recalcu-

lated using a lower rate, but
Staniaszek says hewon’t pay.

TheRCMP’s complaints
commission is calling for the
force to restrict—butnot

suspend—theuseof Tasers.
Paul Kennedy,whoheads the
commission, said officers are
usingTasers “earlier than
reasonable,” due inpart to

policy changes.
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City debates
freeze onnew
developments
COLETTEDERWORIZ
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Calgary’s explosive growth
is forcing aldermen to
consider freezing some

residential and commercial de-
velopment on the city’s out-
skirts foroneyear.
Coping with billions of dol-

lars in infrastructure needs
and serious staff shortages,
city planners said they can’t
keep up with the work that is
required over the coming
year.
On Wednesday, officials

asked a city committee to de-
fer five projects — mostly in
recently annexed lands in the
west and north—until 2009.
Dozens of developers, upset

by the proposal, showed up at

City Hall on Wednesday,
warning aldermen that delay-
ing any projects along the
city’s borders would be “dev-
astating” for the industry and
could lead to higher house
prices.
“My members are saying it

would be devastating to them,”
said Michael Flynn, executive
director of the Urban Develop-
ment Institute, which has about
130 members. “I don’t have a
figure for you . . . but to take any
city that is growing and pros-
perous and put a freeze is a
prettydrasticmeasure.”
However, planners said they

don’t have enough qualified
staff to complete all of the
work that is required.
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“Given some of the challenges that
we have, we have to put our hand up
and say, ‘You know, right now, we can’t
do it all,’ ” said Mary Axworthy, the
city’s director of land use planning and
policy.
The city’s rapid pace of growth is

also straining the city’s ability to keep
up with roads, fire halls, police sta-
tions and recreation centres.
As a result, Axworthy asked coun-

cil’s land use, planning and transporta-
tion committee to delay the projects
and focus on intensifying established
areas — including planning for devel-
opment along the west leg of the LRT,
which was approved by council earlier
thismonth.
Areas suggested for deferral

Wednesday include the recently an-
nexed lands on the western and north-
ern borders, Spy Hill in the northwest,
Providence in the south and a develop-
ment in the inner northwest.
Donna Moore, executive director of

the Calgary Region Home Builders As-
sociation, said the delay is problematic.
“Any significant delay impacts af-

fordability for new homebuyers,” she
said. “Land further away from the core
is not as expensive as in the inner city.”
Moore suggested the delay could

also put people out of work in the fu-
ture, because it would force develop-
ers to look outside of Calgary until
more developable land becomes avail-
ablewithin the city limits.
“It delays the entire process,” she

said. “The (planning for the) land
won’t be available next year, so it could
be three years before the land is avail-
able for development.”
Some developers, many of which are

working on the edges of the city, sug-
gested they could run out of devel-
opable land in the next five years.
City officials, however, said there is

enough planned residential land to ac-
commodate 275,000 new residents —
or about a 15-year supply, which is
within the policy set by city council.
“We do not believe delaying the pol-

icy plans we have identified will im-
pact the pricing of housing in Calgary
because there is a sufficient land sup-
ply,” saidAxworthy.

Mayor Dave Bronconnier, who didn’t
participate in Wednesday’s committee
meeting, said the city has more than
20new subdivisions in theworks.
“We can’t keep pace with continuing

more of the same,” the mayor told re-
porters. “We’ve got a larger picture that
city councilwill have to dealwith in the
future and that is when you start look-
ing at growth and the cost of growth.”
A recent report showed it will cost

Calgary more than $7 billion over the
next decade to build enough roads,
fire halls, police stations and recre-
ation centres to keep up with the
growth of 225,000 people.
After 10 hours of debate, aldermende-

cided in a 5-4 vote the proposal should
be considered in a broader context, re-
ferring the issue to council’s strategic
planningmeeting in late January.
“The issue is much bigger than a

work plan,” said Ald. Druh Farrell. “We
have a serious resource challenge. We
have a serious infrastructure challenge.
“It’s a very complex issue,” she said.
Aldermen opposed to the referral ar-

gued they needed to fulfil their com-
mitment to developers to go ahead
with the planning process for the areas.
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The Liberals are accusing Envi-
ronment Minister John Baird of
“regifting” after he announced

at an international climate change
summit that big industrial polluters
will have six months to report on their
greenhouse gas emissions.
Liberal environment critic David

McGuinty, said Baird was re-announc-
ing existing policy.
“There’s nothing new,” McGuinty

said Wednesday. “Since 2004, large in-
dustrial emitters have been asked on a
yearly basis to provide their overall
emissions to the government. That’s
been in place for four years.”
Baird, attending a major United Na-

tions climate change summit on the In-
donesian islandofBali, saidWednesday
the Conservative government served
notice during theweekend that all large
industriesmust submit data about their
emissionswithin sixmonths so the gov-
ernment could introduce regulations to
crackdownonpollution.
“In this holiday season, Conservative

regifting just keeps on coming,”
McGuinty said during question period.
He added that “the minister said
Canada’s 700 largest polluters had bet-
ter watch out or else they are going to
be in trouble if theydonot dowhat they
have alreadybeendoing for four years.”
PrimeMinister Stephen Harper shot

back: “I am afraid these kinds of non-
sensical questions will only stop when
theHouse ceases sitting.
“What I can promise the honourable

member is this: When the previous
government raised greenhouse gas
emissions by 35 per cent, that is not an

announcement this government in-
tends to regift.”
Outside the House, McGuinty said

Harper dispatched Baird to Bali to “go
sell a pig in a poke.”
“When Mr. Baird stands up in Bali

and tells the largest industrial pol-
luters that you’ve got six months to do
what you’ve already been doing, it tells
me their climate change plan has been
rejected at home and abroad.”
The emission reporting requirements

and deadline ofMay 31was published in
theCanadaGazette lastweek.
The Canada Gazette contains all for-

mal public notices
and official ap-
pointments, pro-
posed regulations
and public acts of
Parliament from
government de-
partments and
agencies.
In Alberta, the

country’s highest
greenhouse-gas
emitting province,

oilpatch representatives said industry
has been expecting Baird’s announce-
ment.
Pierre Alvarez, president of the

Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers, insisted the oil and gas sec-
tor won’t be dramatically impacted by
the federal reporting standards be-
causemost large companies in Alberta
already report their emissions, he said.
However, new provincial green-

house gas regulations—whichwill re-
quire companies to buy into a technol-
ogy fund or purchase emissions cred-
its if they can’t meet the standards —
will place another financial burden on
industry, he added.
Combine thatwith higher oil and gas

royalties, and industry is feeling the fi-
nancial squeeze in Alberta andmay re-
allocate investment outside the
province, he argued.
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Grits attackBaird’s
polluter crackdown
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FREEZE:City struggling to copewith growth

Announcement
just ‘regifting,’
say Liberals

JohnBaird
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CALGARY

CENTRAL

1133 Macleod Tr. SE
265-5555

TD Square
252, 317 – 7 Ave. SW

571-7760

Petro Canada Centre
111 – 5 Ave. SW

777-1777

Gulf Canada Square
401 – 9 Ave. SW

471-1291

303 Centre St. SW
263-7595

SOUTH WEST

5809 Macleod Tr. SW
252-2227

8720 Macleod Tr. SW
287-0870

4550 – 17 Ave. SW
974-3150

SOUTH EAST

Southtrail Crossing
4307 – 130 Ave. SE

257-6655

285 Shawville Blvd. SE
(Beside Zellers)

254-6901

3012 – 17 Ave. SE
207-0488

5271 Memorial Dr. SE
272-3663

Deerfoot Meadows
253-1800

NORTH WEST

Northland Village
247-8415

20 Crowfoot Cres. NW
215-7300

Central Landmark
1623 Centre St. NW

230-3380

8120 Beddington Blvd. NW
216-9363

Beacon Hill
1644 Sarcee Trail NW

295-8006

NORTH EAST

2015 – 32 Ave. NE
291-6801

Marlborough Mall
3800 Memorial Dr. NE

235-6779

Marlborough Mall
3800 Memorial Dr. NE

248-5554

500 Country Hills Blvd. NE
313-3444

CANMORE

#106, 743 Railway Ave.
678-0031

RED DEER

7819 – 50 Ave.
346-4455

Southpointe Common
348-5777

Bower Place
314-5500

CALGARY

Market Mall
202-0200

North Hill Centre
202-1801

Deerfoot Outlet Mall
275-3500

Sunridge Mall
280-5151

Chinook Centre
253-0229

South Centre Mall
225-6593 SAA01988


