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HOMES
STEP INTO
THE FUTURE
Green home
builder
to construct
Net-Zero
Energy house.
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SHOWHOME
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Luxurious
mansion
priced at
$1.9million.
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WATER,WATER
EVERYWHERE?
Calgary-area

communities

may facewater

licensing shortages.
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HOME
SHORTS

Doubles, anyone?
In responsetoquestionnaire replies,
a federalagencywilldoubleupon its
popularoutlookseminars.
Insteadofalternating itssuccessful
HousingOutlookConferencebe-
tweenCalgaryandEdmontoneach
year,CanadaMortgageandHousing
Corp.will host full-daysessions in
eachcity.
Calgarywill hold itsconferenceon
Nov. 15atheRoundupCentre, two
weeksafter theEdmontonsession
onNov. 1at theWestinHotel.
Theconferenceswillbringtogether
analystsandguestspeakerswho
willpresent their forecasts for the
provincialand localeconomies,as
well ashousingmarketsandtrends.

—MartyHope

Safety begins at home
It’s important toensureyoursafety
athome.
Yourdoorandframeshouldbeas
strongaspossible,andfirmly fixed
towall studs.
Thehingesandstrikearea(where
the lock is imbedded intothedoor
frame)shouldbe installedwith long,
heavy-dutyscrews.
Makesuretheentrancedoorsare
madeofstrong,solid-corewoodor
heavy-gaugemetal, andconsider in-
stallinganextrachain lockand
wide-anglepeephole.

—MartyHope

Resale flexesmuscles
Resaleactivityoutsidethecity limits
isstronger than itwasayearago.
FromJanuarytoJune, therewere
3,140sales in townsaroundCalgary,
upfrom2,985for thesameperiod
lastyear, saystheCalgaryRealEs-
tateBoard.
Theaveragepricewas$364,028,an
increaseofnearly32percent from
$276,677 lastyear.
ButduringJune, theprice risewas
onlyhalfas rapid, finishingthe
monthat$363,619—upless than
17percent.

—MartyHope
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I t’s time to start
looking for non-
traditional types of
housing for Calgari-
ans in need, says a

groupworking to find
shelter for the homeless.

“We have to start
thinking more outside
the box, even if it means
looking at some wildly
creative ideas that somemight look on as
crazy,” saysWayne Stewart, president and
CEO of the Calgary Homeless Foundation.
Some progress has been made in providing

in-need housing for seniors, the working poor
and those with mental or physical handicaps.
Projects include construction of the Bob

Ward Residence three years ago, as well as the
recently-announced Inglewood Project, but
muchmore has to be done, says Stewart.
The foundation estimates the number of
homeless is about 3,400, with about 2,800 who
use shelters every night— including 145 fami-
lies with children.
“The need is critical and

the need is now,” says

Stewart. “We simply must get housing in place
before our world falls any farther apart.”
One of the latest “outside the box” ideas

Stewart is looking at involves the redesign of
millions of large, unused shipping containers
that sit stacked up at several deep-sea ports,
including Vancouver.
This idea comes fromArnold Stalk, founder

of Share, a Las Vegas-based non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to helping solve housing
problems.

Stalk, a developer
and urban planner,
came up with the
idea of recycling the
International Stan-
dard Organization
(ISO) containers into
single-family resi-
dences after seeing
them sitting unused
in harbours during a
holiday cruise.
Of the 125 million

modules that cur-
rently exist, some 12.5 million are considered
surplus and are sitting in ports around the
world.
Not letting his idea gather dust, Stalk

continued to pursue it and later was ap-
proached by Joshua Friedman, a high school
student and board member of the Friedman
Family Foundation, which was founded to
help the needy.

Courtesy, Share
Millions of theworld’s unused
shipping containers, top, could
be turned into homes, right.
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THISWEEK’S
MORTGAGE
RATE:
Base rate for aone-year closedmortgage,
as reportedby theBankofCanada.
Lending institutionsmayset their own
rates. Arrow indicates an increase,
decreaseor unchanged fromoneweekago.
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Friedman and fellow students,
alongwith LasVegas-area tradespeo-
ple and suppliers, developed a hous-
ing prototype using environmentally
friendly, energy-efficient technology.

“A single container is a building
blockwhichwe can stack and/or in-
terlock into a standardized single-
family house of up to 2,000 square
feet,” says Stalk.
Engineers have calculated that be-

cause of its steel configuration and
existing stacking system, the con-
tainers can be stackable to nine
storeys high and they are resistant to
hurricanes, tornadoes andother nat-
ural disasters.
They can also be easily secured to

concrete pads or slabs.
The prototype designed byFried-

man andhis school chums includes a
living room, dining roomandbed-
rooms, aswell as a kitchen, bath-
room, storage area and front porch.
It is fully insulated anduses solar

voltaic cells and generator power,
with ventilation provided bywind
scoops and skylights on the roof.
Called the Instant-BuiltHouse, it

could easily be shipped by cargo
plane, transport truck, or train any-
where it’s needed, says Stalk.

Such housing could be
stored atmilitary bases un-
til needed.
“Any and all optionsmust

be evaluated and the quick
fixmust be considered, as
the homeless issue is upon
us andwe can’twait for the
ideal solution,” says Stew-
art after discussing the ISO
option. “That concept is a
potential solution that can
be done quickly.”
BillMcFarlane, president of the

CalgaryHomeBuilders Foundation,
sees the LasVegas prototype as be-
ing a potential idea for easing the
homeless situation.
“It’s a heck of an idea if it’s afford-

able,” saysMcFarlane,who is also
salesmanager of buildermarkets for
Royal Bank.
TrevorGloyn,Calgary-based

generalmanager forCanada

Mortgage andHousingCorp., says
thatwhile the ISO systemmight be
seen as a solution, there are a couple
of hurdles thatmust be overcome.
The first is a technical one— to

ensure themoduleswould be accept-
able fromabuilding code
perspective.
The secondwould be

that itmust be “demon-
strated as being publicly
acceptable,” saysGloyn.
Stewart says a big chal-

lenge facing anyuntried
idea is getting city officials
onsidewith it.
“Landuse issues abound

inCalgary, so the issue
herewould bewhere to

put them,” he says.
“But everyone involvedwith

homelessness has to start looking at
alternative ideas.Homelessness is
not going to go away.
“Wehave to do something to pro-

vide housing for these people.”
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BOX:Resistant to storms

CalgaryHerald Archive, Victoria TimesColonist
Anartist’s conception of a community of shipping-container homes.

Courtesy, Share
LasVegas students help turn
a container into a home.

Thefollowing isa listofsomeorgani-
zationsthatnewhomeownersmay
finduseful:

■AccessibleHousingSociety—
282-1872;e-mail info@ahs
calgary.ca (www.ahscalgary.ca).

■AlbertaHealthCare Insurance—
310-0000, then427-1423;
(www.health.gov.ab.ca/
ahcip/index.html).

■ CanadianHomeBuilders’Asso-
ciation—Alberta — 780-424-
5890/1-800-661-3348/cell: 780-
235-3535www.chbaalberta.caor
www.albertabuilderconnect.com).

■ AlbertaMotorAssociation—
240-5300; (www.ama.ab.ca).

■ ATCOGas—Calgaryofficemain
number,245-7110;emergencynum-
ber forCalgaryandarea,245-7222;
(www.atcogas.com).

■ AlbertaOneCall— for the loca-
tionofburied linesandutilities, 1-
800-242-3447; (www.alberta

1call.com).

■ CalgaryRegionHomeBuilders’
Association—235-1911;
(www.crhba.com).

■ CalgaryTransit—262-1000;
hardofhearing,268-8087;
(www.calgarytransit.com).

■CanadaMortgageandHousing
Corp.—515-3000; (www.cmhc-
schl.gc.ca/).

■ CityofCalgary—mainswitch-
board,268-2111; (www.calgary.ca).

■ Enmax—310-2010;
(www.enmax.com).

■ FederationofCalgaryCommuni-
ties—244-4111; (www.calgary

communities.com).

■ NationalHomeWarranty—Cal-
garyoffice,278-5665, toll-free 1-
888-776-7707; (www.national
homewarranty.com).

■ ProfessionalHomeBuilders In-
stituteofAlberta—216-8310 in
Calgary,or 1-888-325-9999.
(www.phbia.com)

■ TheAlbertaNewHomeWar-
rantyProgram— Calgaryoffice,
253-3636; (www.anhwp.com).

■ TransAltaUtilities— 1-800-667-
2345.

■ UrbanDevelopment Institute—
531-6250 (www.udi
calgary.com).
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING COMBINATION RATE
Place an ad in the Calgary Herald’s

Saturday Working section and receive an
ad in Wednesday’s Working section for

77% OFF! Call 235-7388 for details.

CALGARY HERALD – IT ALL UNFOLDS HERE

Joshua Friedman

Courtesy, Share
Arnold Stalk of Share, a group that aims to help solve housing problems.
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