
CalledRamsayExchange, itwill rise
onasiteboundedbySpillerRoadand
24thAvenueS.E.
It is tocontainmore than2,000resi-

dential units, aswell as600,000
square feetofofficeandcommercial
spaceand225,000square feetof retail
and restaurants.
Theprice-tagatbuild-out is ex-

pected tobe inexcessof $1.1 billion,
saysTorodeCommercial president
DanVanLeeuwen.
“Theresidentialwill beamixof

multi-familywith townhouses, lofts,
andmid- andhigh-rise apartments—
with someofunits ina live-work
form,” saysVanLeeuwen. “Itwill all
bedonewithadramaticEuropean
flavour to the streetscapes.”
Theconceptualplan forRamsay

Exchangeshows fivehighrise towers
runningeast towest fromSpiller

Road toDartmouthRoadalong
whatwill becalledEx-

changeRoad.
Thevariouspodsof
stacked town-
houseswill
be spot-

tedalongSpillerRoadand24thAv-
enue,while the live/work loftswill be
created further inside theproposed
development.
“The redevelopmentof the site for

mixeduseand thepreservationof the
historicalDominionBridgebuildings
honours thehistoryofRamsaywhile
offeringanewanddifferentdestina-
tion for the future,” saysVan
Leeuwen.
RamsayExchangewaschosenas

thenamebecause it relates to theex-
changebetweenoldandnew, aswell
asprovidinganopportunity for the
exchangeof cultural andartistic
ideals and lifestyles, he says.
Torode is awaiting land-useap-

proval fromcitycouncil andhopes to
startworkon theproperty in the fall
of 2008.
VanLeeuwenestimatesbuild-outof

thephased-indevelopmentwill be
in 2020,with themajorityof it com-
pletedby2015.
“We’vebeenable tomoveright

alongwithourplanningbecauseof
thegreat co-operationwe’regetting
fromthecity and theRamsaycom-
munity,whoareveryopen tonew
ideas,”he says.
The firstphaseofdevelopmentwill

involve the renovationof theexisting
DominionBridgebuildingsand the
constructionof townhouses fronting
24thAvenue, alongwithmid-rise lofts
andhigh-rise apartments.
Workwill alsobeginonretail, com-

mercial andrestaurant space.
Asignificant componentof thede-

signofRamsayExchangewill be the
creationofDominionSquare, a cen-

tral plazaalongExchangeRoad,
whichwill serveasa landmarkand
keymeetingplace for thewhole
neighbourhood.
With retail and restaurant space in

closeproximity, the squarewill givea
“senseofplace” to thewholecommu-
nity, saysVanLeeuwen.
Asustainableproject,RamsayEx-

changeadheres to theprinciplesof
sustainabilitydevelopedbycityoffi-
cials at thebeginningof thisyear.
RamsayExchangewill:
■Createa rangeofhousingoppor-

tunities andchoiceswithavarietyof
pricepoints.

■Createawalkableenvironment.
All parkingwill beunderground,
leaving the thoroughfaresopen for

pedestrianuse.
■Createa strongsenseofplace.

Therewill beavarietyofopenspaces
includingparks, plazas, andpassage-
ways interconnectedby tree-lined
streetswithwide sidewalks.Domin-
ionSquarewill beat thecentreof
these features.

■Provideavarietyof transporta-
tionoptions.AnexistingCalgary
Transit routewill service thecommu-
nity.There is also thepotential forpri-
vate shuttlebus servicearound the
site toenhanceLRTaccess.

■Preserveandenhanceopen
space.Torode is reclaiming theprop-
ertyandexpandingexistingopen
space toprovidepathwaysand trails
through the site, linkingScotsman’s

Hill to theabandonedCPRright-
of-way, including
theBowRiver.

■Createa
mixed-use
development to
increase the level
ofdensity.

■Connect
peoplewith ser-
vices andsur-
roundings.
“RamsayEx-
changewill bea
communitywhere residents can
live,workandplay,” saysVan
Leeuwen.

■EmployLEED(Leadership in
EnergyandEnvironmentalDe-
sign) forNeighbourhoodDevelop-
mentRatingSystemstandards that
bring togetherdesignandcon-
structionelementswith smart
growth,newurbanismandgreen
buildingpractices.
“Whatyou’regoing to seehere is

acomprehensivelydesigned,mod-
ernneighbourhood that respects
thehistoryandcharacterof the
surroundingRamsaycommunity,”
saysVanLeeuwen.
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FAIR: ‘Respects the history’

PROJECT:RamsayEx-
change,whichwill in-
cludeanestimated
2,000residences in
various formsofmulti-
familystylesandhun-
dredsof thousandsof
square feetofcommer-
cial, retail, restaurant,
officeandhotel space.
DEVELOPER:Torode

Commercial Ltd.
AREA:On8.4hectaresof land
in thesoutheastcommunityof
Ramsay,boundedbySpiller
Roadonthewest,24thAvenue
S.E.onthenorth,Dartmouth
Roadontheeast,andvacant
CPRproperty tothesouth.
PRICE:Atbuild-out,estimated
tobeabout2020, thetotalcost
willbemorethan$1.1billion.
TIMELINES:Torode iscurrently
waiting for land-useapproval
fromthecityandhopestobe-
ginworkonthesite in thefallof
2008.
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Courtesy, TorodeCommercial Ltd.

DanVanLeeuwen

Courtesy, TorodeCommercial Ltd.
A tentative drawing of theDominion Square portion of the project.
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1:DominionBridgeBuilding;
2:Centralplaza/eventspace
(DominionSquare);
3:Retail core;
4:Townhouses;

5:Live/work/flats;
6:Cafes/restaurants;
7:Class ‘A’office;
8:Valetdrop-off;
9:Publicart/roundabout;

10:Hotel lobby;
11:Residential towers;
12:Trailnetwork;
13:Pocketpark;
14:Catchmentbasin/drypond.
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ExchangeRd.

the patios at NEWS from Broadcast Hill

Granite Countertops Cork Flooring Maple Cabinets Full Appliance Package Wood Burning Fireplace Decks and/or Balcony Heated Indoor Parking Pool and Hot Tub Tennis Court Fitness Room

now serving urban with a view

www.liveatnews.com

CALGARY’S BEST CONDO VALUE

1 BEDROOMS FROM $284,900
2 BEDROOMS FROM $349,900

SALES CENTRE 246.1113

400 Village Gardens SW
Mon-Thur 1-7
Sat & Sun 12-5

80% SOLD
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One bedroom condos at one great price.&)% ,#$) +- "#(*$'-)

Visit our Alora sales centre today at:
101 Sunset Drive, Cochrane, AB TEL: (403) 981-5001

HOURS: Mon-Thurs 2-8 pm Fri-Sun 12-5 pm
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Starting from $200,000
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CONDOOF
THEWEEK
Design
spices
things up
with
SALT.

J6

RIGHT ON
TARGET
Narrowyour
searchwith
our listings
of newunits
for sale.

J4

BATTLING
‘BLAND’
Developer
selects
artist for
sculpture
near condo.

J5

CONDO
SHORTS
Buyers take their time
It’s takingnearly twiceas longtosell
usedcondosthan itdidayearago.
FromJanuarytoJune, itaveraged27
daysforcondostochangehands,up
from16daysduringthesameperiod
lastyear, saystheCalgaryRealEstate
Board.For themonthof June,alone, it
averaged28days,upfrom12days.
Becausetherewasmore inventory,
peoplewereable totaketheir time in
makingtheirpurchasedecision .

—MartyHope

Research requested
AnAlbertabuildersgroupwantsto
makesuretheproper research is
done intoaproposedbuildingcode
changeforhomeswithvinyl siding
followinganEdmontonfire.
CanadianHomeBuildersAssociation
–Alberta isnotopposedtothe
change,but itwants toensure
homeswill still performthesame
way.Edmonton’s firechiefhascalled
forchangestotheAlbertaBuilding
Codesothata layerofdrywallwould
beputbehindthevinyl.
MunicipalAffairsandHousingMinis-
terRayDanylukhassaidacommittee
willbe formedabout the issue.

—MartyHope

Construction soars
Constructionofmulti-familyhousing
increased inAlbertacomparedtoa
yearago,saysafederalagency.
WorkstartedfromJanuarytoJuneon
8,693units,nearly 11percenthigher
thanthe7,837units in thesamepe-
riod lastyear, says CanadaMortgage
andHousingCorp.The largestper-
centage increasesurfaced inGrande
Prairie,wheretherewere418starts
at an increaseof72percent.

—MartyHope

Billion-dollar project
to turn ex-industrial
land into housing
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Courtesy, TorodeCommercial Ltd.
Ramsay Exchange as seen in this tentative rendering of Exchange andSpiller roads.

MARTYHOPE
CALGARYHERALD

A
n8.4-hectarechunk
of reclaimed indus-
trial land in thecity’s
southeastwill undergo
abillion-dollar redevel-

opment thatwill turn it intoa trendy
mixed-useneighbourhood.
Formore than half a century,

the land in the southeast commu-
nity of Ramsaywas home to a steel
fabrication firm— first Riverside
IronWorks and thenDominion
Bridge—until the economic
downturn of the early 1980s forced
its closure.
Portions of the landwere then put

to different uses until TorodeCom-
mercial Ltd. purchased the property
last year, with plans to redevelop it
into offices aswell as various forms
ofmulti-family housing.
The project, which is to have a dis-

tinctive European look,will also have a boutique
hotel, retail and commercial space.

SEEFAIR,PAGE J2

ExchangeExchange
A fair

M O V E I N 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 8

Strategically nestled in Woodlands,
Sierra Gardens is now undergoing
its evolution, ultimately turning into
one of Calgary’s landmark condo-
minium destinations. Phase I, with
only 36 units to be released in the
Fall of 2007. Register today for your
opportunity to be the first to own in
this beautiful garden oasis!

Call Rebecca Wong at
403-880-8699 or pre-register
at www.sierragardens.ca

Look no
further...
Sierra
Gardens
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