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Landandconstruction costs have
certainlyhadan impact on the
cost of newcondominiums in the

downtownandBeltlinedistricts, but
there is no let up in thenumberbeing
built.Morebuildingsmeanmorepeo-
plewhich, in turn, results in a vibrancy
that brings safer streets, better services
and retail operations.
It’s exciting to seewhat is happening

to theVictoriaPark community. Streets
such as 1st Street S.W. arebeing trans-
formed soquickly theproblematic
night clubs aredisappearing.Andwhen
Colours byBatistella,UnionSquare, the
retail around the super-successfulHo-
telArts and the renovatedpub in the
RadioBlock are completed, itwill be a
most desirable address.
Oneof the earlier renovationson 1st

Streetwas theManhattanLofts, a con-
version fromahistoric 1912 building
that provedawinner. I see that a top-
floor suite is on themarket for
$749,000, but theposhunit boasts 1,600
square feet andhas a remarkable ceiling
height of sixmetres.
Itwill be evenmore attractivewhen

construction is complete on the re-
maining twooffice buildings in the ad-
joining IBMCampus complex.
Most of the cranes soaringover the

Beltline skyline are in the easternpor-
tion, butConnaught has attracted a
numberof developers andnewprojects
in thewest end,whichwill nodoubt
forceup thepriceof older suites in the
area.
I likewhat’s happening along8th

Street S.W. It’s becoming anice stroll
down to theBowRiver, all theway from
17thAvenue.Thecorner of 7thAvenue
is still a placemany try to shy away
from, butmoving theLRTstation to the
next block eastwith amuch improved
design shouldhelp cleanup that area.
TheTorode 10-storeyoffice tower,

8West, at the corner of 8thAvenue
which is still under construction,will
be a goodaddition aswill the recently
approvednewCalgaryBoardofEduca-
tion centre thatwill incorporate the for-
merDr.Carl SaffranSchool.
It alreadyhas two fairly newhigh-end

condominiumcomplexes inEmerald
Stone andResidences atMountRoyal.
Marketing is about to start onAstoria
on 10th just around the corner on 10th
Avenue.The 34-storey towerwill add
another 229 suites to theConnaught
market aswell as provide for two levels
of office space and street level retail.
Apparently, theowner is trying to

purchase theWestCanadianbuilding at
the adjacent site on the cornerof 8th
Street,whichwouldbecomeanother
quality residential tower.
OtherConnaught residences already

announced includeCentron’s towers
on the site of the formerKaiMortensen
store along 11th, and the lofty towers
calledLausanne andMontreaux at 10th
Avenue and 14thStreet.And theBen-
nettGlass propertyon 11thAvenuehas
alsobeen sold for residential develop-
ment.
With all of this action, Iwould sug-

gest now is a good time tobuya re-sale
condo in thedistrict—and there are
plenty to choose from in all shapes and
sizes.
Abachelor suite is on themarket for

under $200,000.Only 324 square feet, it
has beencompletely renovated andup-
gradedwithhardwood floors, granite
countertops, stainless steel appliances
anddesigner lighting that is going to
prove just right for someonewanting to
get out of the rental pool.
There are several other one-bedroom

suites, but a renovated two-bedroom in
a concrete building that has been
repaintedon theoutside and sports a
nice lobbyareawith slate tiles canbe
bought for $269,900.
VantagePointe took a long time to

build and I’mnot tookeenon itsmas-
siveoutline, but peoplehavenow
moved in andmust be enjoying some
incredible views from the 26 storeys.
There are at least a dozen suites up for
sale already, ranging from$297,500 for a
521-square-foot unit on the 18th floor to
a cornerunit of 875 square feetwith an
askingpriceof almost $400,000.
It’s interesting tonote that promo-

tionalmaterial for almost all of them
mentionbeingnext door to aCo-op
store.MidtownMarket really has
proved tobe awinner for theCo-op
and thepeople inVantagePointe can
alsobrag about having their ownwine
cellar in the formof theCo-op liquor
storeon themain level that carries
somevery fine labels.
Havingboth aCo-opandaSafeway

store inConnaught is a bigplus com-
paredwith the east endof theBeltline
where residents have to travel quite a
way for groceries.Theycan look for-
ward to theopeningof a SunterraMar-
ket.
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Aglance at the ever-changing real estate landscape inCalgary and area. Eachweek,wehighlight four
noteworthy homes —from the dreamy to the affordable and the not-so.HOTPROPERTIES

AspenWoods is a relatively new
district inCalgary, but it’s attracting
a lot of interestwith its classic estate
homes.
This 6,200-sq.-ft. walkout on a

ravine impresses from the first look.
A grand foyer and a two-storey great
roomwith a soaring vaulted ceiling
which is open to the second floor seal
the good impression.
For $3.6million, it has all the high-

end amenities such as awine room,
theatre room, five-car garage, nine
bathrooms and amusic room.
In a unique layout, themaster bed-

room is on themain floor.
A lovely covered patiowith a view

of the ravine completes the picture.
MLS #C3268465 Royal LePage

One thing older suburbs have go-
ing for them iswell-established
yards. This $349,900Beddington
two-storey is no exception.
A nicely treed front yardwith

planter boxes gives the stylish home
aWest Coast feel.
A darkwood panelled corner fire-

place continues the natural look in-
side.
There are only two bedrooms up-

stairs, but they are very large.
Andwho needs to be indoors any-

way,when you have a nice deck
where you can enjoy sunsets from
the hot tub.
MLS #C3263583 ReMax

Once upon a time, BraggCreekwas
a quaint villagewith little cabins on
the banks of the ElbowRiver. It’s still
quaint, but the cabins aren’t so little
anymore.
This 1994 two-storey split, exten-

sively renovated three years ago,
spans 4,250 sq. ft. and all the rooms
make great use of the space.
A living roomhas floor to ceiling

cut-outwindows and a cathedral ceil-
ing; the kitchen is floodedwith light
from skylights above andwindows
beside the breakfast table; themaster
suite of angles and peaks ismassive
with a sitting area and a large lounge.
This $1.39-million estate home also

has a nanny suite, dog shower, wrap-
around verandah and bonus room.
MLS #C3249194Royal LePage

It’s difficult to find lakefront prop-
erty inAlberta, so it’s all themore
surprising to see two remarkable
homes for sale on central area lakes.
Both homes are closely priced: $1.3

million at Sylvan Lake’sHalfMoon
Bay and $1.2million atGull Lake.
The 875-sq.-ft. Sylvan property is a

true cabinwithwoodwalls, floors
and ceiling and a rock fireplace.
TheGull Lake house could never

be called a cabin. Thoroughlymod-
ern, it nevertheless evokes a country
charmon a leafy laneway.
Built in 2003, the 2,675-sq.-ft. home

has seven bedrooms, four baths and a
walkout level. It’s beautiful, elegant
and contemporary. Outside, a long
dock extends out into the lake.

HIGH LOW RURAL VACATION

—Compiled byMichele Jarvie, CalgaryHerald

Lava lampswere borrowed from
neighbours’ children, a circular chair
was rescued from a trash pile and a
movie poster fromRussMeyer’s
Faster, Pussycat! Kill! Kill! replaced
our usual art. I had fallen in lovewith
an ornately framed painting of a se-
ductively clad ’60swoman. But at $50,
it was too dear formy art budget. I
struck a dealwith the store owner to
rent it for the night at a fraction of the
cost.
I had adance stagebuilt (WoodWork

4U, $50) andhired twogo-godancers
for thenight ($125 adancer). Imovedall
the furnitureout of the front roomto
makeway fordancing andchanged the
lights to red andbluebulbs.
The family roombecame the ‘chill-

out lounge.’My poppy loveseat setwas
the focal point and leather chairs and
benches fromother roomswere
brought in. A shag rug and blow-up
and beanbag chairs completed the
look. ADVDplayed psychedelic im-
ages on theTV.
The kitchen housed themartini bar

and bartender.Winewas set up out-
side the kitchen so guests could help
themselves. Beer on icewas available
on the back deck. The 1960s-inspired
foodwas laid out, buffet style, in the
dining room.
Still looking for those last details?

Replace the bathroom lightswith
black lights and leave out body paints
for guests to bring back the body-
painting craze of the late ’60s. Try
scattering paperbacks on coffee tables.
How about a game ofTwister tucked
to the side to break out aftermidnight?
Empty a shelf and line it withCamp-

bell’s tomato soup cans as homage to
AndyWarhol and pop culture. String
daisy heads along pieces of thread and
hang them, cascading, over a door or
on awall.

And don’t forget the outdoors. To
honour the venue of the original love-
ins, the back garden and deck need to
be included in the overall party
scheme. Large throwpillows, low ta-
bles and candles galore invite guests to
come out, sit and enjoy the summer
night.
My own social experiencewas a

roaring success. Like Summer of Love
activities,my party attracted
friends of vari-
ous ages, from
‘go-go dancers’
to ‘hippies’ to
‘socialites’ and
even a couple
in togas. There
was free food,
free drink and lovewas
felt by all.

For just one night, my
place was a swinging party
pad filled with how profes-
sor and playwright Eric
Bentley once described hip-
pies: “the middle class in
fancy dress.”
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PARTY
PAD:

Set themood
’60s style

Creating
thepartypad

Charity and thrift stores

NNoorrtthhwweesstt::
■Goodwill Industries of Alberta,
4625Varsity DriveN.W.
■Women InNeedThrift Store,
6432Bowness Road, N.W.
NNoorrtthheeaasstt::
■Goodwill Industries of Alberta,
154 144052St. N.E.
■SalvationArmyThrift Stores,
99936St. N.E.
■Calgary Inter-faith Furniture Store,
(this is still open) 63535Ave. N.E.
■ValueVillage, 340534St. N.E.
SSoouutthhwweesstt::
■Women InNeedThrift Store,
1403 14St. S.W., 2907RichmondRdS.W.
SSoouutthheeaasstt::
■Goodwill Industries of Alberta,
10426Macleod Tr.
■SalvationArmyThrift Stores,
91642Ave. S.E., 3A-3200 17Ave. S.E.;
9919 FairmontDr. S.E.; 2840Glenmore
Tr. S.E.
■Women InNeedThrift Store,
1 352526Ave. S.E. and 13471Ave. S.E.
■ValueVillage, 10458Ave. S.E.

Services

■WoodWork4U: ThomasP.Murphy
(owner), 547-0639

Summer lovin’music

In 1967, therewas an insatiable hunger
for the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely

Hearts Club
Band, and the
San Francisco
Soundwas
made famous
by theGrate-
ful Dead, Janis

Joplin and Jef-
fersonAirplane. Jimi Hendrix
was the king of hard rock.
Other hits of 1967 included:
■ I’m aBeliever, theMonkees

■ Lightmy
Fire, the
Doors
■Somethin’
Stupid, Nancy
and Frank
Sinatra
■ I Heard it

Through theGrapevine,
Gladys Knight and the Pips
■ Incense andPeppermints, the
StrawberryAlarmClock.
■ Respect, Aretha Franklin

■Higher andHigher, JackieWilson

Posters and art

The ultimate pop art form in 1967was

the
poster.
Look for
ones that re-
flect the ’60s cul-
ture, such as photographs of fashion
models and celebrities, political
protests, the rock ’n’ roll lifestyle,movie
posters and psychedelia. Check out
these stores:
■ Movie Poster Shop, 112 16thAve.
N.W.
■MovieGoods, 9 360021 St. N.E.
■Prints Charming, 1409 11 St. S.W.
229-0220
■ IKEA, 8000 11 St S.W.

Coffee table novels
TheColdWar, theVietnamWar, the
Sexual Revolution and the psychedelic
hippymovement influenced thewriters
of the ’60s. Paperback editions of these
titleswould add a subtle touch of au-
thenticity to your party.

■TheProphet, Kahlil Gibran
■TheHobbit, J.R.R Tolkien
■ JamesBond thrillers by Ian Fleming
■Catch 22, JosephHeller
■TheSpyWhoCame in From theCold,
John LeCarre
■ClockworkOrange, AnthonyBurgess

Movies

Checkout theexhilaratingparty scenes
in thesemovies (atCasablancaVideo,
210133rdAve. S.W. or 21004thSt. S.W.)
■Breakfast at Tiffany’s
■TheApartment
■TheParty
■TheBear and theDoll
■ Last Details

Final touches

These inexpensive items are perfectly
retro and available atWillowStudio,
1437KensingtonRd. N.W.
■Ceramic garden sandal pot in orange,
lime, or yellow ($15)
■Sari-inspired beaded organza table
runner in red or purple ($28)
■Tea towelswith daisies in pink, yellow
or blue ($8.90/set of two)
■Glass pitcherwith daisies ($41)
■Gypsy beaded shawl ($37.50).

Photos, LeahHennel, CalgaryHerald
Set a summer of love themewith daisy tea towels, above, and a
glass pitcher, top, and sari-inspired beaded organza table runners,
right, all fromWillowStudio in Kensington.

LeeGunderson, for theCalgaryHerald
Get a groovy vibe goingwith a ’60s-inspired party.


