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CONSTABLE ALMOST RUN DOWN

Seven suspects charged
over swarming theft

Store clerk’s tip
led to arrests

SHERRI ZICKEFOOSE
CALGARY HERALD

Police have charged seven
members of a suspected
band of travelling thieves
who may be linked to
swarming thefts across the
country.

Immigration officials are
assisting Calgary police, who
charged five Romanian-
speaking women and two
men with theft over $5,000 af-
ter arresting the group near

McKnight Boulevard Thurs-
day afternoon.

Police in Vancouver, Win-
nipeg and Montreal are
searching for a group using a
similar swarming technique
to fleece shops since No-
vember.

On Tuesday, a group of nine
people was caught on video-
tape in a Calgary liquor store,
with some distracting the
owner while others walked
out with a safe.

Surveillance footage from
the incident shows the group
entering the liquor store on
Centre Street N. While some
asked the owner for help se-
lecting a wine, others slipped

into the back room and car-
ried out the safe, which con-
tained the family’s passports,
jewelry and $10,000 cash.

On Thursday, a conve-
nience store clerk became
suspicious of some people
and called police, said Acting
Staff Sgt. Rod McRae.

Police pulled a minivan
over in the area shortly after-
wards.

One man fled the scene,
and five women and two men
were taken in for questioning.

The suspects, whose names
were not released, are being
kept in custody.
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Mikael Kjellstrém, Calgary Herald

Calgary police Const. Steve Walker escaped serious injury on Thursday night when a car
swerved toward him, ran over his foot and knocked him to the ground. Walker was
attempting a traffic stop on 9th Avenue S.E. in full reflective gear when the car veered
toward him. The two male occupants of the vehicle have not been caught.

City ponderslevy
for inner-city projects

COLETTE DERWORIZ
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he city wants to bring in a

redevelopment levy for

utility improvements —
such as water and sewer lines —
that could add thousands of dol-
lars to every project built in or
around the downtown core.

Aldermen on the land use,
planning and transportation
committee will decide Wednes-
day whether to go ahead with
the levy in centre city, which in-
cludes downtown Calgary and
the Beltline.

The redevelopment levy —
similar to one brought in last
year that added about $2,500 to
every home built in new subdi-
visions — would be used to up-
grade water and sewer mains.

Fees in the inner city would be
based on how many metres of
the property are along the street.

There would also be separate
levies to pay for nearly $100 mil-
lion in capital projects — such

as transit buses, fire stations
and libraries.

Ald. Madeleine King said she
has concerns over the levy.

“If you are just building a new
house in the inner city, we
shouldn’t be doing redevelop-
ment levies because there’s no
new amenities required,” she
said, noting everyone who
builds a new home in the area
would have to pay under the
proposed bylaw.

King said the lot levies in the
suburbs came about because
the city discovered established
communities were subsidizing
the cost of new subdivisions.

“I can’t see the logic in mak-
ing inner-city property develop-
ment more expensive,” she said.
“We need as many people to
live in the established commu-
nities as possible in order to
be environmentally sustainable
and financially prudent.”

But the director of develop-
ment and building approvals
said the levy is necessary given
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the amount of redevelopment in
the inner city.

“As a city, the phenomenon of
redevelopment has really
gained tremendous momentum
over the past five years,” said
Gary Klassen. “It has become
apparent that with that redevel-
opment, there needs to be a
very important look at what the
implications of the cost of that
redevelopment are.”

Right now, he said the infra-
structure needed for redevelop-
ment is determined on a case-
by-case basis. The levies, he
said, will make the system more
equitable for developers be-
cause there would be a set cost
for the entire area.

Ald. Druh Farrell, who repre-
sents much of the downtown
core, said she supports the con-
cept. “But we need to look at
the benefits of building closer
to the core and factor that into
the formula.”
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As the Manager of Sourcing and Relationship Management, Sheri develops supply chain strategies
and relationships with key suppliers to support Suncor’s growth strategy in the Athabasca oil sands.

“The Alberta/Haskayne Executive MBA program helped me develop the skills | need to understand
financial, economic and global market impacts. The leadership and strategy concepts taught in the
program enable me to plan more effectively, taking into account both short and long term risks on
many different levels. An added benefit of the program is the network | developed. The knowledge
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They can buy your merchandise...
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while you’re snoring the night away.
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AuctionMart is back. Retailers, put your
merchandise on the block and we handle the rest. We do the
advertising, we drive the customers to your store, we keep the
auction going 24 hours a day, so you can sit back and relax. Call
403.235.7168 or your Calgary Herald representative to get

customers to walk your way. Deadline is March 16, 2007 .
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CPO Music Director, Maestro Roberto Minczuk

January 19 & 20, 8pm

Jack Singer Concert Hall

Hot, hot, hot — Latin themes with a twist! Warm up this winter with the
CPO, Cuest Conductor Jeff Christmas and the sensational Latin band,
Pachanga. From the traditional music of South America to the sounds of
Marc Anthony and Carlos Santana, this music will make it difficult for

you b slay in your seal.
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