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STUDY UP
Before buying recreational
property, be sure to do
your homework
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Phoenix project to arise
A Calgary developer has turned 
its attention to Phoenix, Ariz.
WestStone Communities, the 
developer of River Grand Estates
in Calgary’s Erlton area, has been
in the Phoenix area since 2001 —
and Canadians are a large part
of its success, says its president.
“We have received a large amount
of interest from Canadian buyers
because of the outstanding
lifestyle, superior amenities and
convenience that Vantage offers,”
says Brian Regehr of the com-
pany’s latest project — a $60-mil-
lion luxury condo community in
Ahwatukee Foothills in Phoenix.
The 126-residence community 
has prices starting in the low
$300,000s US.
For more information, log onto
www.weststonecommunities.com
or call the Millennium Condo
Gallery at 266-4446.

— Kathy McCormick

Prof pens Calgary book
Dr. Bev Sandalack, University
of Calgary professor and guest
columnist ini the New Homes 
section of the Calgary Herald, 
and Andrei Nicolai have teamed
up to write a book about Calgary’s
urban history and the challenges
for the future.
The Calgary Project, Urban
Form/Urban Life is available at 
the U of C bookstore and through
www.amazon.ca. It will later be
sold at Chapters and McNally
Robinson Booksellers.

— Kathy McCormick

Designer wins award
The Skaha Beach Club and Spa 
in Penticton, B.C., has an 
award-winning designer on 
its staff.
Sharon Bortolotto and BBA Design
Consultants Inc., were honoured
with the 2006 Canadian Interiors
Best of Canada Award.
Their winning entry was a 6,000-
square-foot marketing centre
for Vancouver’s Coal Harbour 
Residences showcasing the 
dramatic, unobstructed low-level
views of Coal Harbour and Stanley
Park.
BBA Design Consultants Inc. was
the only West Coast design team
to be awarded one of the top 23
Best of Canada Awards.
Skaha Beach Club and Spa’s 
discovery centre is open from  
12 to 5 pm seven days a week 
at 3388 Skaha Lake Rd. in 
Penticton, B.C.

— Kathy McCormick
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T
here are little gems throughout the
Okanagan — towns nestled just
around the corners of the larger

centres of Kelowna and Peachland.
And it is in these gems that some

beautiful recreation and investment
projects are being planned. 

For example, there’s a spot above the
historic village of Naramata where a
set of weather-beaten wooden steps
lead to a flat rock. From that rock, you
can see from Penticton clear to Peach-
land.

And this particular spot happens to be
one of the more sought after building sites
in the Stonebrook phase of The Benchlands,
Naramata which is being put together by
Naramata Benchland Properties which, in turn, is
a partnership of Locations West Investment
Group and T&M Management Services Ltd. 

Not surprising that this particular lot was one
of nine estate lots sold during a VIP sales event
last weekend to release of 34 lots in the first
phase of 44 lots located just outside of Penticton
on land liberally spotted with vineyards, wineries
and orchards. In all, just more than $3 million
worth of building lots measuring one-half to two
acres in size were sold, with Alberta buyers ac-
counting for two-thirds.

“It’s gone,” says Randy Kowalchuk, a partner in
Locations West. “We had three of our four prime
building sites sell, and that was one of them.
What a view.” Sales prices on those lots ranged
from $419,000 to $459,000. The $700,000 lot re-
mains unsold. 

The Benchlands, Naramata is one of several
projects in smaller centres through the Okanagan
Valley that is attracting buyers from all over Al-
berta, but particularly Calgary. As well as Nara-
mata, Calgary money is finding its way to devel-
opments in Summerland, Peachland, Westbank
and Lake Country.

“For the Calgary market, the Okanagan has al-
ways been a playground and we’ve concentrated
a fair amount of our marketing there,” says
Kowalchuk. “And while the market here has
cooled a bit, Albertans are still enjoying good
times and are looking to purchase property for
recreational and retirement use — although we
did have a couple of sales for primary resi-
dences.”

Robin Agur, another partner in Locations West,
says he wasn’t surprised by the public response
to the project, but he was caught by the lots that
were sold.

“The interest in the premium-priced lots was a
surprise,” he says. “We had a hunch that creating
expansive homesites where one could build a
luxurious retreat or estate home surrounded by
parks, wildlife reserves and vineyards would be
appealing — and these initial sales confirm that.”

Ultimately, there could be as many as 300 lots
spotted along the benchlands that climb from
Okanagan Lake past the vineyards and into the

stands of trees some 1,500 feet up.
Kowalchuk expects servicing in the first phase

to be complete in time to begin some residential
construction next year. 

Additional information is available at
www/naramatabenchlands.com

• Agur is also a partner in the development of
the 1,000-acre Summerland Hills Golf Resort in
Summerland that will include about 1,100 single-
family homes and another 650 cottages, town
houses, apartment condos and a condominium
hotel.

“We’re creating a lifecycle community,” says
Agur, whose great-great-grandfather was the sec-
ond mayor of this town just north of Penticton.
“People can buy their first home here and then
find something more suitable for them when
they retire.”

Houses will be built around an 18-hole champi-
onship golf course designed by Kyle Phillips or
on a nine-hole par-three course.

“We hope to be in the ground with golf course
and home construction in 2007 — but this is a 20-
year project,” says Agur, who has doubled up
with Brandenburg Properties of San Jose, Califor-
nia to put the development together. 

For more information visit www.summerland-
hillsgolfresort.ca

• Nestled on a narrow strip of waterfront land
between Highway 97 and Lake Okanagan near
Peachland, Greata Ranch Vineyard Estates will be
a 425-home development by Cedar Creek Estate
Winery and Concord Pacific Group set alongside
a maturing vineyard.

A stylish sales and information centre is on site
to provide interested purchasers with informa-
tion regarding the development that will see de-
tached homes and condominiums priced be-
tween $300,000 and $2 million. 

Of the 44 hectares in Greata Ranch, about 16
will be developed for housing and amenities
while the rest will remain vineyard.

For more information visit

www.GreataRanch.com.
• LakeStone in Lake Country by the 20/20

Group out of Vancouver.
Officially launched in August, this 20/20 Group

project is projected to generate more than $1.5 bil-
lion in economic activity.

The 500 acres sit on Lake Okanagan waterfront,
and the project will feature a signature golf
course, marina, vineyards and luxury homes,
making it the largest residential resort commu-
nity ever built in the Okanagan area.

“Our interest in the Okanagan has been life-
long,” says John Murphy, chief executive officer
of 20/20 Group. “I grew up spending summers
here.”

The group started researching the area in 2000.
“It’s the number one resort area with a number of
fundamentals that make it work,” says Murphy.
“It has the lifestyle, the lake, the climate, the golf
courses, and the wine.”

Add on the fact that it has the infrastructure to
back it up, including regional health care, and it’s
a “home run,” he says.

It’s the company’s second venture into the area
— and while definitely the biggest, the other pro-
ject, La Casa on the Lake, is selling quickly as
well. Located on the west side of Lake Okanagan,
that project consists of 460 units which are ter-
raced down toward the lake. The project is in its
last phase.

“Over half of the buyers from La Casa are from
Calgary,” says Murphy.

But it’s the community of LakeStone that will
raise the bar for resort development in the area,
says John Sproule, architect and  master planner
for 20/20. 

“The whole community blends in with the
land,” he says. “The essence of the development
is to protect and preserve the world-class site.”

Partners team up to
sell vineyard locales

SEE VINEYARD, 
PAGE J9
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OKANAGAN

DREAMING

Kathy McCormick, Calgary Herald
In Greata Ranch Vineyard Estates 225 homes will share 44 hectares with vineyards. 
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PICTURE YOURSELF L IVING IN VANCOUVER.

PICTURE THIS: a new home with an unmatched view, energetic neighbourhood and expertly finished interiors. Camera captures all of that in one

coveted location – South Granville Rise with exposures to False Creek, English Bay and the Coast Mountains. And once you’ve lived here, it’s hard

to focus on living anywhere else.

NOW SELLING Apartment Homes Starting From $549,900    www.cameraliving.com   604.733.1574 
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The first phase will have a limited number of luxury
vineyard villa homes and lakeside and waterfront lots.
The villas will range from 1,434- to 2,900 square feet,
with prices from $700,000 and up. The lake lots will be
from $550,000 to over $1.5 million. 

For more information, check the website at
www.LakeStoneresort.com.

• Renascence Developments’ projects — Wood Lake
Resort and a project overlooking Shannon Lake in
Westbank.

Larry Kelly, formerly with Pointe of View and States-
man Corporation in Calgary in an executive position,
retired to Kelowna last year only to start up a new com-
pany, Renascence Developments. The developer now
has five projects in and around Kelowna, as well as two
in Calgary. Two of the B.C. projects are in the outlying
Westbank and Lake Country areas outside Kelowna.

Wood Lake Resort: The 12-acre site sits at ground level
on the five kilometre lake that empties into Kalamalka
Lake between Vernon and Kelowna in Lake Country.

The development has 250 feet of beach, including an
80-space marina.

“We’re looking at 500 to 525 units, an international
spa, and two restaurants,” says Kelly. “It will be four star

at least. It’s one of the only developable parcels on the
beach in Lake Country.”

Another project sits atop the hill overlooking Shan-
non Lake in Westbank.

“It will be a semi-resort next to a golf course and
overlooking one of the best large mouth bass fishing
lakes in the interior,” says Kelly.

Look for approximately 208 units in a combination of
56 townhouses and three condo apartment buildings.

Check the website at www.renascencedevelop-
ments.com.

• Medican’s projects, which include Sitara on the
Pond in The Lakes in Lake Country, and two new pro-
jects in the same area. Sitara on the Pond consists of 120
units from the low $200,000s to the $350,000s. Approxi-
mately 20 units are left.

It winds around a natural pond on the site.
The next project will be four towers of 700 units

overlooking Shannon Lake in Westbank — near the Re-
nascence project mentioned above, and another site has
just been purchased above Sitara on the Pond with
views of the pond and Wood Lake from various vantage
points.

Check the website at www.medican.com/lifestyles.

AREA:The Okanagan valley
stretches from Enderby, B.C., in the
north to Osoyoos, B.C., in the south
— about 250 kilometres long and
only 20 km wide — along a series
of long, narrow lakes
LOCATION: It is in the heart of the
B.C. interior, and it can be reached
from Calgary by travelling along the
Trans-Canada Highway west to
Highway 97, then south. The first
stop, Enderby, is 516 km from Cal-

gary; the last stop, Osoyoos, is 730 km. Di-
rect flights to Kelowna and Penticton are
available from Calgary through Westjet
and Kwikair.
ATTRACTIONS:People come to the
Okanagan for four major reasons: weather,
wine, water, and golf. The winter season in
the Okanagan is short — December and
January — and the average temperature is
zero. Summers are warm, sunny, and in
the deep southern tip of the valley, the
conditions are almost desert-like. The cli-
mate is ideal for growing grapes and one
of the main attractions in the area is the
extensive number of vineyards and winer-
ies stretching down the valley, although
they are more prevalent in the south.
B.C. has more than 132 wineries in opera-
tion, with another 24 planned, and many
offer tours, tastings, and sales. While not
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all are located in the Okanagan, a majority
are. The area from Penticton, up to and in-
cluding Naramata alone, has 17 wineries
with a short, 20-minute drive.
The area is also well-known for its spring
and fall wine festivals. Many lakes, the ma-
jor ones long and narrow, provide opportu-
nities for water sports, swimming, fishing
and relaxing. Beaches are sandy and plen-
tiful, and the three major centres —
Kelowna, Vernon and Penticton — are lo-
cated on one or more lakes.
POPULATION:The area currently has a to-
tal population estimated to be in the range
of 350,000, with the largest centre being
Kelowna. The population of the region is
expected to double by 2030. A big part of
the growth has been retiring baby
boomers, who are looking for sun, sand
and security in a place that’s more afford-
able than many other retirement destina-
tions.
The proximity to Calgary has been another
factor, and Alberta’s booming economy
has spurred people toward buying recre-
ation and investment properties close to
home.
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VINEYARDS: ‘Over half of the buyers
from La Casa are from Calgary’
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