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BY KIM WESTAD
Times Colonist staff

Sweet Saanich Peninsula corn is ready
early and in abundance after last month’s
heat wave, though many local farmers had
a hectic time with deer, raccoons and even
Canada geese this year.

Wendy Fox of Silver Rill Farm lost
three acres to deer, who prance in and nib-
ble the tops off the corn along with a few
kernels before moving on to the next row.

Deer, long the scourge of gardeners, can
wreak financial havoc for farmers. It does-
n’t take long for them to do thousands of
dollars of damage in a single morning feed-
ing session, Fox said. 

They also like strawberry plants — the
foliage, not the berries.

Canada geese can decimate a corn field. 
“When the corn is small, they come in

and graze like they’re eating grass,” said
Larry Sluggett, whose family has a Brent-
wood Bay produce stand and farm.

“It can simply be a flat loss. The corn
is gone.”

Farmers can get permits under a Cen-
tral Saanich bylaw that allows them to
humanely kill wildlife threatening agri-

cultural crops or livestock. The farm must
be five acres or larger. Sluggett said he’has
obtained such a permit in the past for the
geese, but didn’t this year.

“I don’t like to, but the other side of the
coin is they can do $5,000 damage in 20
minutes.”

Raccoons, too, seem to know just when
the corn is ready, popping in and raiding
the rows before daybreak.

The warm weather has added additional
challenges, with irrigation and watering the
No. 1 concern. Several of the larger farms
which have their own wells and ponds, had
to supplement by buying municipal water,
which they can purchase at a reduced agri-
cultural rate.

“We buy some water every year, but had
to buy more this year,” said Terry Michell,
of Michell Brothers farm.

Michell is liking the slightly cooler
weather and  more morning dews. It all
helps in a time of low water.

At Dan’s Farms on Bear Hill Road, Dan
Ponchet picked his first football-sized
watermelons at least a week early.

“They love the heat,” said Ponchet. The
temperatures concentrate the sugars, so
they’re even sweeter than usual.

All creatures great
and small revel in
region’s corn-ucopia

BY ROB SHAW
Times Colonist staff

An ambitious plan to develop Ladysmith’s
waterfront into a sprawling marina, hotel and
residential community has been abandoned.

Town council voted at an in-camera meeting
last week to ditch the project, effectively reject-
ing the grand vision of the only company to make
a proposal, First Principles Development Group
of Vancouver.

The project was billed as one of the most
unique real estate opportunities on Vancouver
Island and the chance to develop almost the
entire waterfront.

First Principles’ $300-million plan, unveiled
publicly earlier this month, called for a hotel,
marina and boardwalk of shops and apartments
on 94 acres of town and provincial land north
of Transfer Beach. 

“The majority of feedback was supportive of
major aspects of the proposal,” said Ladysmith
Mayor Rob Hutchins on Tuesday. 

“However, there was concern about two or

three of the major components.”
One of the concerns was pollution cleanup.

The waterfront land is a former dumping ground
for coal mining and logging industries. Esti-
mated cleanup costs varied anywhere between
$9 million and $30 million.

Although First Principles had a cleanup plan,
it didn’t commit to dredging the harbour for pol-
lutants, said Hutchins.

A further difficulty was odour discovered on
the land at low tide — a potentially large prob-
lem for a developer looking to sell residential
units nearby, acknowledged First Principles pres-
ident Don Redden.

“They’ve got some odour issues at low tide
that we were not aware of and were not men-
tioned in any environmental reports that we
received,” said Redden.

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the
proposal was a land-swap. First Principles
wanted to put housing on part of Transfer Beach
park in exchange for creating a new chunk of
park on a cleaned-up coal waste dump called
Slack Point.

The swap idea was not received warmly at a
public forum. It prompted “grave concerns” from
the public, said Hutchins.

“We were surprised by the reaction to that
because we were going to be giving them a net
doubling of park space,” said Redden. “How-
ever, we didn’t realize the attachment the town
had to that piece of land.”

Yet some Ladysmith residents did express
support for the plan and for finally moving for-
ward on waterfront revitalization, said Hutchins.
This is the third time a waterfront development
project has failed.

Despite the rejection of its overall vision,
First Principles has been invited to work on 26-
acre chunk of land near — but not on — the
waterfront. It could include 470 residential units,
and potentially a hotel if approved by the town,
said Redden. Council could vote on that devel-
opment by early fall.

Meanwhile, the town will seek a partnership
with the province to find a way to clean up the
harbour without developers.

rfshaw@tc.canwest.com

Victoria police are asking for the pub-
lic’s help in identifying a man who was
found unconscious in the 500-block of
Dallas Road.

The man,
who is in hospi-
tal, thinks his
name is Bruce.
He may have
had a stroke, and
he has no mem-
ory of who he is
or where he
lives. 

He did not
have any identi-
fication when he
was found late
Monday afternoon. He thinks he may live
near the water.

The unconscious man has a Yin and
Yang tattoo on his left shoulder. He was
wearing blue jeans, a grey T-shirt, a
white-and-blue jacket with red piping,
brown hiking shoes and a backpack. He
has rose-coloured bifocal glasses in a
brown frame.  

Anyone with information can call Vic-
toria police at 995-7654.

Times Colonist staff

A man brandishing a butcher knife walked into Gordon Head
Grocery Store Tuesday and ran off with cash.

Saanich police are investigating the armed robbery which
took place at 5:16 p.m. at 4343 Tyndall Ave.

A clerk chased the robber from the store, running down Tyn-
dall to Francisco Terrace, where a getaway car was waiting.
The robber escaped in an older-model, four-door car. He is
described as about six feet tall and slim. He was wearing a grey
hoodie pulled over his face and blue jeans. He is believed to
be in his mid-twenties.

Anyone with information can contact Saanich police at 
475-4321. Times Colonist staff

Armed man robs Gordon Head store Ladysmith drops waterfront development effort

Farmer Larry Sluggett with a wheelbarrow full of fresh-picked sweet corn bound
for Thrifty Foods. Ray Smith/Times Colonist

Police seek
identity of
man found
unconscious

Unidentified man
may have had stroke

Ensemble Travel Group® is a professional network of the top
500 independent travel agencies located across Canada. We create
extraordinary vacation experiences anywhere in the world, just for you.

Call 1-888-683-5888
Or contact your favourite Ensemble Travel® Agency below!
CAMPBELL RIVER
Pathfinder Travel & Cruise Services
1011 Tyee Plaza
250-287-7461/ 1-800-232-9221
www.pathfindertravel.ca

VANCOUVER
Personal Travel Management
3592 W. 17th Ave
1-800-872-9080
www.ptm.cc

VICTORIA - Cadboro Bay
Blaneys Travel
3826 Cadboro Bay Rd. 
250-477-3550 / 1-800-615-6599
www.blaneystravel.com

VICTORIA
Departures Travel
1883 Oak Bay Avenue
250-595-1161 / 1-800-575-7977

DIVE INTO SUMMER SEAT SALE

Fall & Winter 2006/2007
Product available to book NOW!

Vancouver departures

SAVE $100
PER COUPLE

on all Fall departures
Valid for travel Oct 15 to Dec 12, 2006

Book by August 31, 2006

Winter 2006/2007
Product available to book NOW!

Victoria departures

Aug 27,
Aug 20, 27 Sept 10, 17, 24 Sept 3

2 weeks 1 week 1 week

Reg. SALE Reg. SALE Reg. SALE
Blue Bay Club Los Angeles...
���1/2 All Inclusive, Oceanview rm 1849 1299 1349 899 1349 939
Club Maeva Manzanillo
���1/2 All Inclusive, Hotel room 1749 1299 1279 899 1279 949
Tesoro Manzanillo
���� All Inclusive, Deluxe room 2069 1549 1459 1049 1459 1049
Barceló Karmina Palace
����1/2 All Inclusive, Junior suite 2049 1599 1449 1099 1449 1149

SAVE
up to

$1100
per couple

Manzanillo

Aug 12, 19, 26, Aug 12,
Sept 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 19, 26 Oct 7

1 week 2 weeks 9 nights

Reg. SALE Reg. SALE SALE
Cameleon Club Amigo...
���1/2 All Inclusive, Hotel room 1529 999 2059 1299 1549
Gran Caribe Club Puntarena
���1/2 All Inclusive, Canalview room 1449 1099 1929 1499 1459
SuperClubs Breezes Varadero
���� All Inclusive, Suite Super Select 1929 1199 28591649 1949
Prestige Club at Barceló
Marina Palace
����1/2 All Inclusive, Junior suite 1749 1399 2499 1979 1899
TRYP Peninsula Varadero
����1/2 All Inclusive, Junior suite 1829 1399 26591999 1929

Varadero

Aug 13, 20, Sept 10,
Aug 6 27, Sept 3 17, 24
1 week 1 week 1 week

Reg. SALE Reg. SALE SALE
Gran Costa Real Resort & Spa
����1/2 All Inclusive, Deluxe room 1599 999 1599 999 1599 999
Grand Palladium Kantenah...
����1/2 All Inclusive, Hotel room 1659 1099 1659 1199 1659 1099
Gran Bahia Principe Akumal
����1/2 All Inclusive, Junior suite 1779 1149 1729 1299 1779 1199
Grand Palladium
White Sand Resort & Spa
����1/2 All Inclusive, Junior suite 1799 1299 1799 1299 1799 1699
Royal Golden Club at Gran
Bahia Principe Akumal
����� All Inclusive,
Club Golden Junior suite 1829 1399 1829 1399 1829 1399
Royal Porto Real
Luxury Resort & Spa
����� All Inclusive, Junior suite 1849 1499 1849 1699 1849 1499

SAVE
up to

$1260
per couple

Cancun / Mayan RivieraDestination of the Week

SAVE
up to

$2420
per couple

Aug 12, 19, Aug 13, 20 Aug 13, 20
26, Sep 2 27, Sep 3 27, Sep 3

1 week 1 week 2 weeks

Reg. SALE Reg. SALE Reg. SALE
Las Palmas by the Sea
���1/2 All Inclusive, Hotel room 1169 999 1169 899 1529 1199
Holiday Inn...
���� All Inclusive, Hotel room 1269 1099 1269 999 1749 1399
Royal Decameron Complex
���� All Inclusive, Hotel room 1279 1229 1229 999 1649 1349
Barceló Mismaloya... ����1/2
All Inclusive, 1-bedroom deluxe suite 1729 1399 1729 1299 26492049

SAVE
up to

$1200
per couple

Puerto Vallarta
Vallarta Nayarit

VANCOUVER DEPARTURES unless otherwise stated. Car promotion: Actual vehicle model may vary from the picture shown. *Hotel available on request, please inquire. New bookings only. Package prices are person based on double occupancy and reflect Early Booking
Bonus and Save All Season Long discounts. All prices are subject to change without notice. Departure taxes, transportation fees, GST (where applicable), supplements, fuel surcharges and ATSC are not included. Space is available at time of our advertising deadline. For full
terms & conditions see the  Summer & Fall 2006 & Cruises 2005-2007 brochures. Transat Holidays is a division of Transat Tours Canada Inc. Air Transat and Transat Holidays are members of Transat A.T. Inc. BC REG# 2454-4

Puerto Vallarta / Vallarta Nayarit
Jan 6, 13, 20 1 week
Las Palmas by the Sea ����

All Inclusive, Hotel room 1409
Holiday Inn Puerto Vallarta ����

All Inclusive, Hotel room 1599
Palladium Vallarta Resort & Spa. ����

All Inclusive, Superior room gardenview 1619
Cancun / Mayan Riviera
Jan 6, 13, 20 1 week
Gran Costa Real Resort & Spa ����1/2

All Inclusive, Deluxe room 1849
Meliá Turquesa All Inclusive Beach Resort ����

All Inclusive, Hotel room 1949
Grand Palladium Colonial Resort & Spa ����1/2

All Inclusive, Hotel room 1999


