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Architect’s
rendering of the
national maritime
centre planned
for the Lonsdale
Quay area.

Plans for maritime centre

NORTH VANCOUVER:
City hopes to
have complex
built by 2009

BY JOHN COLEBOURN
STAFF REPORTER

The City of North Vancouver has
unveiled plans for a $30-million
national maritime centre on the
former Versatile-Burrard Ship-
yards property to the east of Lons-
dale Quay.

North Vancouver Mayor Darrell
Mussatto said yesterday he’s opti-
mistic that both Ottawa and Vic-
toria will each agree to contribute
about a third of the cost. The final
third will come from the city.

“This really is an exciting day for
North Vancouver,” the newly
elected Mussatto told reporters.

“It is truly a great location for the
facility — and it is the site where
the St. Roch and other famous
ships were built.”

The St. Roch, the RCMP
schooner that in the 1940s
became the first vessel to sail the
Northwest Passage in both direc-
tions, is now housed at the Van-
couver Maritime Museum in Kit-
silano.

Mussatto predicted the maritime
centre would be self-sufficient by
its third year of operation.

In December, North Vancouver
councillors approved the propos-
al for the state-of-the-art, 7,400-
square-metre facility dedicated to
Canada’s rich nautical heritage.

Instead of calling it a maritime
museum, city planners — noting
that it will include a wide range of
educational programs and events
— have dubbed it the National
Maritime Centre for the Pacific

and the Arctic.

Plans include deep-water berths,
a deep-water moorage, a 213-
metre public pier and the capa-
bility of hosting an event the size
of a tall-ships festival.

“It is very important the centre
is self-sustaining,” said Isabel Gor-
don, the city’s waterfront project
manager. “Its a concept that
includes a lot of other things, like
retail and commercial areas.”

Plans call for an interactive edu-
cational centre with a library, retail
and restaurant space and a vari-
ety of historical exhibits.

The city also hopes the St. Roch
can be moved from its Vanier Park
location to the site where it was
built.

If funding does come through
as hoped, Gordon said, the mari-
time centre could open by the
spring of 2009.

“Leading up to the Olympics,

unveﬂed

Vancouver will be on the world’s
stage, and we need to be open,”
she said. “We have a lot of work
to do.”

Gordon Houston, head of the
Vancouver Port Authority, lauded
the idea of a well-planned mari-
time centre in the active port.

“It’s a very exciting thing for us,
and we will definitely be part of
this project,” Houston said.
“There’s a lot of work to do.”

Ian Rokeby, speaking for the
Vancouver Maritime Museum,
also applauded the plan.

“In this day, we're competing
with so many other attractions,”
he said. “So go big or go home.”

Rokeby said it is unclear what
will eventually happen to the Van-
couver Maritime Museum, which
is short on space and has been
contemplating an expansion or
move of its own.
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FREE REAL ESTATE
INVESTMENT SEMINAR
How to build a $10 Million Dollar Real Estate Portfolio

January 16th, 17th & 18th at 7pm
Westin Bayshore
1601 Bayshore Drive, Vancouver, BC

Opportunity to invest in the hottest
real estate market in Canada.
Exclusive properties to get you started!

Hosted by Top 1% Worldwide Realtor Natasha Stenzel

RSVP to Robert McLeod
(780) 905-8920
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CRUISE & STAY PACKAGES

7 NIGHTS @
Depart APRIL 30, 2006
PRICE INCLUDES:

CHOICE OF EITHER

1 Air to LA plus 4 nights MEMBER

at Anaheim Hilton M
2 Air to Las Vegas plus s

4 nights at Flamingo Hotel 1049
PLUS
+3 night cruise to Vancouver CAD

*Transfers
+Port Charges and Taxes
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1-800- 854 9664

www.cruiseplus.ca

*New bDOKII’\?S only. CruisePlus Rewards member grlcmg (S|gn
u for your ree membershlp) and is per person base
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CruisePlus Management Ltd. BC Reg. 3325-0
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Clearance Sale

Our Largest Winter Clearance Event Ever!

Every lighting fixture, lamp or mirror that's been in our huge inventory for
more than a year is now priced to clear! Vancouver's most comprehensive
selection of quality brand name lighting at low, low prices. See us before

IGHTING warrnouse:

you buy from anywhere else! 12420 Bridgeport Rd., Richmond, B.C. -604-270-3330
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun. 12-5

Western Canada's Largest Lighting Selection. No One Even Comes Close.




